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HISTORIC RESOURCES

4.1 Introduction

Thehistoric resources chapter providesan inventory of the historic resourceslocated in Newton County ad
its cities. This information draws from a variety of sources available to the preservation planner as well as loca
information. The county’ s culturd history is detailed in the devel opmenta history section and provides contexts for
existing and destroyed higtoric resources. It should be noted that the information included in the Developmentd
History and Town and Community portions were found in the Newton County Historical Society’s History of
Newton County, Georgia, published in 1988 by the Historical Society. All of theinformationinduded inthissection
was reviewed by the Task Force for accuracy and to update available information.

Higtoric Preservation evolved to safeguard the country’s historic resources. The Nationa Higtoric
Preservation Act is the primary piece of legidation that established the Federd Government’s policy on historic
preservation and the nationa historic preservation program. For Newton County, the reasonsfor including historic
preservation in the planning process may beto achieve one or al of the following: knowing and understanding the
county’s padt, inspiring future generations, recognition and commemoration of past events and persons, and
providing asense of roots and identity. Many of these reasons wereidentified in the county’ svisioning process and
help foster “asense of community.” The two primary meansfor preserving historic propertiesare: (1) setting aside
properties for specid use and safekeeping and (2) incorporating the tangible remains of the past into our everyday
lives--such as adaptively usng historic buildingsfor new, contemporary uses. In Newton County, thereare historic
resources well suited for both uses.

The purpose of the section is to identify significant hitoric resources that should receive specid
congderation in the planning process. It isasointended to identify historic resources suitablefor future preservation
activity in Newton County.

4.2  Developmenta History of Newton County

Newton County was formed on December 24, 1821, from three portions of Jasper, Walton, and Henry
counties. It isnamed for Sergeant John Newton, a Revolutionary War soldier and companion of Sergeant Jasper for
whom Jasper County is named. The county seet is named for Generd Leonard Covington, a hero of the War of
1812.

Newton County, located in the Piedmont region of north-central Georgia, wasoriginaly occupied by Creek
and Cherokee Indians.
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Newton County’ seconomy was primarily agriculturd, relying on cotton as acash crop. Cotton was“king’
in the county until the boll weevil caused widespread crop damage in the 1930s and 1940s. Significant railroad
development occurred inthe 1840sand againin the 1890s. In the Victorian erg, citiesand towns experienced rapid
growth. Textile mills became amgor source of employment by the turn-of-the- century, and remained so until the
1960s.

Highway I-20, completed in 1965, made a dramatic impact on development patternsin Newton County.
I nterstate 20 brought anew wave of economic and popul ation growth to Newton County. Smal communities have,
conversely, experienced declining population and property abandonment, whilelarger communitieslike Covington
have grown very quickly and now face the impacts of rapid growth.

4.2.1 Ealy Setlement

The cession of Indian lands and the State Land L otteries of 1805, 1807, 1820, and 1821, were important
eventsin theformation of Newton County. The 1807 land lottery distributed theland ceded by theCreek Nation to
the United Statesin atreaty held November 14, 1805, in Washington, D.C. Theland wasdivided by the Surveyor
Generd or his appointed surveyors. Each county was divided into districts and then into 202 haf-acre lots, except
for the fractiona |ots on the border lines —which wereless. The numbers assigned to these digtrictsand lots at the
time are dill in use today.

When Newton County was formed in 1821, the center of activity occurred at Brick Store, which was a
generd store and astage coach stop. Thefirst sesson of Newton County Superior Court washeld at MartinKolb's
residence located at the Brick Store. Brick Store was deeded to the Newton County Historical Society by the late
Charles M. Jordan in May 1971.

Later in 1821, a centrd Stewas selected for the county seet in what isnow Covington. It wasladoutina
grid plan withacentra public square, surrounded by commercia and publiclots. A variation of the Savannah mode,
it was atypica plan for a county seat settlement in the northeast region of Georgia. The current Newton County
courthousewas built in 1884- 85, after the earlier brick courthouse built on the same site had burned on New Year's
Eve, 1883. The clock in the tower was paid for by the citizens of Covington.

4.2.2 Agriculture

Newton County ispart of the Piedmont section of Georgiawherethe gently rolling topography isblanketed
with hardwoods and pines. With a mild climate and adequate seasond rainfdl, conditions are favorable for the
growth of field crops, pasture grasses, vegetables and timber. The Piedmont area was settled by farmers from the
Cadlinasand Virginia Farmsweretypically smal, salf-sufficient operations, managed by smdl farmerswho worked
their own land and owned few, if any, daves. Prior to 1840, rice was produced on many farms and production
continued until around 1900. Many crops, such as peanuts, tobacco, corn, and small grain were produced for home
use. Every farmer grew vegetables and planted fruit treesfor hisfamily's persond use. Severa public places, such as
water driven mills and factories, were established to provide for the needs of the early farmers.
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Cotton production soared with the increase and growing demand in the markets. With the advance of the
boll-weevil, cotton production ceased. In 1919, therewere 33,769 acres planted in cotton, but production dropped
to less than 1,000 acres in the 1970s. The production of cotton as the main cash crop brought the tenant farmer
labor system to the county. In this system, the share-cropper is provided with the land, equipment and one- haf of
the cost for seed, fertilizer, and insecticides by the landlord and the labor used for production of the crop is the
share-croppers contribution. The share cropper system peaked in 1930 and has declined ever since.

Mogt of the county's surviving early rurd architecture conssts of 1¥2gtory to 2-story “plain styl€’ houses.
With the arriva of the railroad in the late 19th century and widespread use of fertilizer, cotton was grown and
shipped to other markets on a large scae. This new economic activity encouraged congtruction of fashionable
Victorian-eraand Neoclassica houses plus rows of commercia buildings adjacent to railroad depots.

4.2.3 Education

Public education did not begin in Georgiaor Newton County until after 1870. During thefirst fifty years of
the county’ s existence, education was not seen as a public responsibility. County budget records indicate thet the
county did not carry out any educationd enterprise other than supplying some minor funding. County educationa
funds were generally seen more as poor rdief than as public responsibility. Frequently, “poor school” funds were
paid directly to the teacher by the county treasurer upon the teacher presenting evidence of teaching pupilsdesarving

support.

Unincorporated common schools, which operated through private arrangements, were organized informally,
with parents and teachers agreeing upon a curriculum and tuition rate in some way. Before 1860, parents with
adequate funds incorporated private academies. There were 11 private academies incorporated in the county by
1850. Academieswere operated by their organizersto betemporary establishmentsto educatetheir own children.
The 11 academies included: The Mae Academy in Covington (1822), Leaksville Academy in Newborn (1823),
Jefferson Academy near the intersection of highways 142 and 11 (1826), Mt. Pleasant Academy in Brick Store
(1830), Yelow River Academy (1833) near Ydlow River and Old Atlanta Highway, Harmony Academy in the
southwestern part of the county (1836), Hightower Trail Academy in northern part of the county (1836), Farmers
Academy at Gaither’s Mills near Newton Factory (1837), Starrsville Academy in Starrsville (1837), Little River
Academy in Rocky Plains(1837), and PAmyra Academy, aso known as Newborn Academy, in Newborn (1837).

There were other academiesin Newton County, including the Liberty Academy in Cedar Shods which
existed in 1855, and South River Academy near Peachstone Shoals for which no incorporation acts were found.
Later persond testimoniesverify that they were operating before 1860. In 1860, Conyershad six teachersligting the
town as their home, so it seems reasonable to assume that there was a school there as well.

I nterest in education grew during the 1840s and 1850s. In addition to these academies, the Newton County
Female Seminary, the Georgia Conference Manua Labor School, Emory College, the Oxford Femae Academy,
the Emory Academy, and seven common schools were being formed. The academies in Oxford testify to the
Methodigts interest in the education of women and their commitment to providing adequate preparation for entering
college. The Oxford Femade Academy was incorporated in 1840 by Bishop James O. Andrew, and was
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reincorporated in 1860 by local Methodist officids|ead by William J. Parks. During the 1850s, the Oxford Femde
Academy becamethelargest school for young women between Atlantaand Augusta. Under theleadership of James
A. Pamer, the academy became the PaAmer Inditute and eventually the Pamer- Stone School.

In the 1830s, there was an educational movement throughout the eastern United States which emphasized
combining manud labor, mostly farming, with academic work. The Fellenburg Movement, asit was called, was
introduced into this country in the late 1820s. In Georgia, thismovement affected the philosophy behind thefounding
of Mercer, Oglethorpe, and Emory Colleges, dl of which were begun in the 1830s. The founders of these schools
thought that the output of the working students would supply needed income for school expenditures, but thiswas
rarely the case.

The Georgia Methodist Conference experimented with this philosophy in Newton County by founding the
Georgia Conference Manua Labor School in 1834 in Covington. The school was located west of West Strest,
which was the boundary of the city at the time, and just south of the present Highway 278. The first twenty-Sx
students of the school arrived in March 1835, and found “a Steward's Hall, two houses for the Officers of the
school, six dormitories containing twelvelodging roomsfor the pupils, together with akitchen, asmokehouse, etc.”
The rest of the 400-acre tract was to be planted in cotton, corn, oats, whesat, and potatoes, and worked by the
sudents for three hours aday. Unfortunately, within ayear the school was in serious financid trouble; the cost of
upkeep was more than the money coming in from subscriptions and tuition. Despite these problems, Dr. Ignatius
Few went before the school’ s Board of Trusteeswith theidea.of enlarging the school. The Board agreed and plans
went forward to enlarge the Manua Labor School into Emory College. Fourteen hundred and fifty-two acreswere
purchased north of Covington for the establishment of Emory College in the Town of Oxford.

In 1836, Emory College was chartered under the patronage of the Methodist Episcopa Church and was
named Emory for Bishop John Emory, who was anoted scholar and a the age of thirty-Sx had aready contributed
with digtinction to his church and to education. Ignatius Few was named the first president of the college. Phi
Gamma Literary Society was founded in the same year asthe college. A second literary society was aso formed
shortly after the school wasfounded, and named the Few Society. The purpose of these groupswas public spesking
and debate, often againg each other, on topics like davery, the study of mythology, prohibition of foreign
immigration, and theissue of women' ssuffrage. Phi GammaHall, the ol dest existing building on campus, wasbuilt in
1851 and Few Hall was built shortly afterward.

The college was closed in 1861 and reopened in 1866 as aresult of the Civil War. During these years, the
literary society halls served as hospitals for wounded soldiers. Those that died were buried in thelittle cemetery in
thewoodsjust west of campus. With the collgpse of the Confederacy and its system of currency, theendowment of
the college was logt. The financid Stuation was rdieved by the enrollment of veterans, whose education was
sponsored by state funds. The era of recongtruction, between 1866- 1888, brought four new presidents to the
college — and steedy increase in enroliment — and the building of the Language Hall, Science Hall (now known as
Humanities Hall), and the chapd. Candler Hal was built in 1897, and by 1900 the college had one of the best
librariesin the gate. Williams Gymnasium was built in 1907, and had steam hest, eectricity, hot and cold baths, a
ventilation system, and anindoor track. Allen Memoria Churchwasbuilt in 1910 and Haygood Dormitory in 1912,
later destroyed by fire in 1981. The third president of this period, Atticus Green Haygood, added courses in
technica ingruction to the curriculum under the direction of 1saac Hopkins, Haygood' s eventua successor. The
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tools and suppliesfor the courses were located in the newly built shop which later was used asagymnasum and a
swimming pool. This experiment with technology demongtrated the practicability and utility of such education, and
Georgiasoon established, under the leadership of Dr. Hopkins, what is now the Georgialngtitute of Technology. It
was aso under Haygood' s tenure as president that Seney Hall, now the foca point of the Oxford campus, was
congtructed out of atotal endowment of $130,000 given by George . Seney, awedthy New Y ork businessman.
The modern college had its beginning under Presdent Warren A. Candler in 1888 with areturnto adtrictly libera

arts curriculum. From 1915 to 1919, the schools of law, medicine, business, and theology were established. Inthe
Fal of 1919, asaresult of loca initiatives and the nationa organization of the Methodist Episcopa Church, Emory
College was relocated to Atlanta and became Emory University. Oxford Collegeis dill located on the campusin
Oxford and remains affiliated with Emory University. Today it serves as an extensgon campus for freshman and
sophomore undergraduate students.

The Southern Femal e Collegewasincorporated in 1851 in Covington, and supported entirdy by thecitizens
of Newton County. The College may have proved too ambitious a project for mere citizen support, for in October
1852, the college was transferred to the Georgia Grand Fleece Lodge No. 6 of the Masonic Fraternity for the
purpose of educating the daughters of member Masons. Upon thistransfer, the college’ s name was changed by the
State Assembly to the Southern Masonic Fema e College, under which the school operated until 1884. In 1860, the
college' s appearance was described as atypica Southern-styleingtitution of the period. Situated in agrove of oak
trees, the building' s facade was flanked on ether side by two quadrangularly-shaped proj ections, between which
was a two-story open portico. During the Civil War, the building was used as Confederate hospital and refuge for
the wivesand children of high-ranking Confederate officids, including thefamily of the Confederate Secretary of the
Navy, Stephen R. Madlory. In 1872, the College's first on-gte dormitory was built on the northeast corner of
Church Street and College Avenue. Thisdormitory later became the White Hotel, which was eventual ly destroyed
by fire. The college remained in operation under the control of the Masons from 1851 to 1882. In 1882, the
Covington public school systerm wasformed and the buil ding was passed to the School Board' scontrol. The college
did not fare well under the control of the local school system, and in 1884, the North Georgia Conference of the
Methodist Church accepted control of it. The school was henceforth known as the Georgia Methodist Femde
College. In 1889, acooperative relationship wasformed between the College, the Covington Schools, and thelocal
Mae Academy, and this arrangement brought about the dow merging of the three inditutions. At the turn of the
century, therewas asignificant push toimprove loca public schools, and by 1910 (shortly after the construction of
the new auditorium that same year) the Femae College had been successfully absorbed into the Newton County
School System.

Public education in Newton County had severd origins. It originated from within the county aslocd leaders
conddered increasing the avail ability of education beyond the exclusivity of the private academy system. It originated
on the date levd asthe technological and socid redlities of thelate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries made it
imperdtive that the Sate preparesiits citizens to meet these new challenges through training. Public education adso
originated a the federd level asissues occasioned by the outcome of the Civil War demanded attention. Religious
and philanthropic organizations aso played a part in the formation of the public school system in Newton County.

One of thefirgt organi zed effortsto provide public education to alarge portion of the population in Newton

County was through the federaly-funded Freedmen's Bureau following the Civil War. The first report of a
Freedmen’s School in Newton County is dated June 30, 1866. The school wasin Covington and had twenty-five
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pupils taught by Edward Putry. Schools for freedmen founded in other parts of the county include Sargent and
Delawarein Oxford, Union Grove in Brick Store Digtrict, and in Covington, Cowputhwait, Durline, and London.
These schools received partia support from the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopa Church and
some of them received partial support from freedmen. Before 1865, it was afelony to teach reading and writing to
daves. Consequently, these early schools were faced with illiteracy on amonumentd leve. Inthe Newton County
freedmen’ s schools, the number of pupils who could read, write, spell, and do arithmetic were aways much less
than the totad number in a class. Organized efforts to address this grew incrementaly and by 1912 there were
twenty-seven schools for African- Americans in the county.

4.2.4 Rdigion

The earliest organized churches in Newton County were those established by Baptist and Methodist
missonaries. The higtory of Baptistsin Newton County may probably best befollowed in the histories of two of its
earliest churches. The first Baptist Church in Newton County was the Harris Spring Baptist Church, founded in
1822. Theorigind church property was given to the church on December 24, 1821, by David Harrisfor whom the
building was named. The origina church building was alog structure. 1t was torn down in 1916 and replaced with
the building which exigstoday. Thisis the building which was given to the Higtorical Society of Newton County in
July 1985. The second Baptist Church formed in Newton County was the congregation known as Bethlehem
Church of Chrigt, established on June 21, 1823. The Site of their first meeting house was on the east side of Dried
Indian Creek, just south o the present bridge over Washington Street. In 1824, Bethlehem Church joined the
Ydlow River Primitive Baptist Association, in which the Harris River church was dso a member. In 1853,
Bethlehem Church decided to move nearer the public square. The second location of the church was at the Site of
the present Southern Bell Telephone building. The origind building dong Dried Indian Creek was used for the
storage of cotton. It was burned by Garrard's Raiders in 1864 as they were foraging for food and supplies for
Sherman’s Army. In 1860, the name of the church was changed from Bethlehem Baptist to Covington Baptist
Church. Findly, in 1866, Africant American memberswere granted letters of dismissal in order that they might form
their own church. That church became known as the Bethlehem Baptist Church.

During the 1820s, the Bethlehem Church licensed a number of African-American minigers. The firgt
Africant American licensed to preach in Covington was James Wallace, a dave who was the property of A. B.
Longstreet, and it is assumed that he preached to the members of the black Bethlehem Church. By 1847, the
African American church of Bethlehem was having its own meetingsand its own conferences. The church met aong
Dried Indian Creek on a site that is now the west end of Usher Street. Today, this African- American churchisdill
known as the Bethlehem Baptist Church and meets at the same location.

In both the Baptist and Methodist churches from the late 1860s through to the present, the tendency has
been toward independent, all African-American congregations. Even in caseswhereintegrated congregationswere
deemed acceptable, there fill was adesire within the African- American community to worship separately fromthe
established white churches. The Baptist church has consstently been the denomination with the highest African
American membership. In Newton County, African-American Baptist churcheswere divided between missonary
and primitive groups. The Primitive Baptist has disappeared as members died or moved away. Those remaining
Missionary Baptist Churches for which thereis aknown date of organization are: Bethlehem Baptist Church (pre-
1849); New Hope Baptist Church (1897); Mt. Olive Baptist Church (1876); Macedonia Baptist Church (1877);
James Paschal Baptist Church (1864); Good Hope Baptist Church (1912); Early Hope Baptist Church (1886);
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Springfield Baptist Church at Newborn (1872); Mt. Zion Baptist Church a Oxford (1880); Pleasant View Baptist
Church (1886); Bethd Grove Baptist Church at Mandfidd (1919); Little Bethe (c. 1900); Flat Rock (1965); and
Bethel Bara (1888).

In 1818, a reviva swept through the Methodist church and camp meetings were held in nearly every
settlement or county throughout Georgia. The location of these campgrounds was usudly determined by the
availability of ashdtering groveof treesor anatura spring. Reviva campgrounds usualy had crude branch arbors, a
rough eevated platform for the preachers, and split logsfor seats. When thereviva would moveto another location,
an organized congregation of loca settlers would often remain, and the desire for a church soon followed. This
pattern of development within the Methodist church proved to be extremely effective. Methodism took root
throughout Newton County and this encouraged the national Methodist leadership to locate the Methodigt-
sponsored Emory Collegein Oxford in 1836. Prior to the founding of Emory College, Newton County had severa
established Methodist churches, of which fiveremain active: Newborn United Methodist Church (1820); Red Oak
United Methodist Church (c. 1822); Starrsville United Methodist Church (1825); Covington First United Methodist
Church (1830); and Prospect Methodist Church (c. 1830). Many of the existing Methodist churcheswere founded
inthe decadesfollowing the opening of Emory College. Themost prominent historic Methodist property in Newton
County, Salem Camp Ground, was established during this period. Located on Sdem Road in the western part of
Newton County, the camp ground is the Ste of the Sdem Camp Mesting held annudly for eight days beginning the
Friday before the second Sunday of August. Sdlem isone of the most famous camp meetingsin the nation, and the
tabernacle there, erected in 1854, was documented in the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) in 1936.

The tabernacle, built of hand-hewn timbers, till features wood shavings for the floor, and in its historic
pulpit, many of the great preachers of Americahave ddivered sermons since 1828. Prior to 1828, camp mestings
were held for two or three years at Ebenezer Methodist Church in Rockdale County. For threeor four yearsit was
held at Bear Creek near Covington and then moved back to Salem Road. The Salem Spring was agreat source of
water for the early tentersandtheir animals, and today il providesover 30 gdlonsof cold water per minute. From
the beginning, the camp ground was owned and controlled by trustees. It was Methodist, but never officidly part of
the church. In 1939, it became interdenominationa and is now managed by a25-member Board of Trustees. Over
twenty “tents’ or cottages are on the 70-acre camp ground. A ligt of the origind tentersislisted on the wal of the
Spring House a Sdlem. One origina tent is still occupied. It was built in 1840 by George Cunningham, Sr., whose
son, George J., was the first child born in Newton County. The origina Salem Hotel was replaced in 1940 with a
larger modern structure. Salem Campground was nominated to the National Register in 1997.

Other existing Methodist churches, and their dates of organization, indude: Alcovy United Methodist Church
(1886); Allen Memorid United Methodist Church (1840/1910); Gaither’s United Methodist Church (1875);
Lovejoy Methodist Church (1889); Mansfield United Methodist Church (1903); North Covington United Methodist
Church (1876); Julia A. Porter United Methodist Church (1904); Shiloh United Methodist Church (1848); and
Wedeyan Methodist Church (1945).

Newton County has had numerous African- American Methodist congregations organized in severd
separatist movementswithin thelarger Methodist church structure. These African American divisonsareknown as
the African Methodist Episcopa (A.M.E.) Church, the A.M.E. Zion Church, or the Christian (origindly “Colored”
until changed in 1956) Methodist Episcopa (C.M.E.) Church. The existing Africant American Methodist churches
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andtheir dates of organizationinclude: Grace United Methodist Church (c. 1865); Graves Chapel A.M.E. Church
(1888); Livingston Chape M.E. Church (1878); Murray C.M.E. Church (1923); Poplar Hill A.M.E. Church (c.
1873); Spring Hill M.E. Church (c. 1896); Wedey Chapd United Methodist Church (1891); Kelly’s Chapel

African Methodist Church (1878); Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church (1909); St. Paul A.M.E. Church (1884); Richards
Chapel Methodist Church (1868); Rust Chapd United Methodist Church (c. 1867).

There are eight Presbyterian churchesin Newton County including: Hopewell (1830); Covington (1827);
Bethany (1842); Luther Hays (1894); Porterdae (1917); Gum Creek (1921); Pine Grove (1922); and Trinity
(1985).

Other active congregationsin Newton County include: St. Augustine Catholic Church (1960); Covington
Christian Church (1968); Sardis Congregationa Church (1888); Church of the Good Shepherd Episcopal (1950);
New Covenant Community Church (1984); Church of Lord Jesus Chrigt (1979); and Gospel Tabernacle United
Pentecostal Church (1931).

4.25 Transportation

As the number of sattlements in the Piedmont grew, settlers were in need of better transportation.
Waterways were the origind highways of trade. Settlements, asaresult, occurred on therivers, but many riversin
the Piedmont were difficult to navigate. This was the case with the Alcovy and Y dlow Riversin Newton County.
Settlementshad d so spread away from theriversand not al of the population had easy accessto marketsand other
communities. Asaresult, wagon trails and afew surveyed roads were devel oped, often dong preexisting Native-
American trails. Canas and turnpikes were a so promoted, but the railroad would prove to be the most successful
form of large-sca e transportation.

In 1833, the Georgia Railroad was chartered to connect Augustawith Athens. Congtruction beganin 1834-
35 and there was a mixture of opposition and support to its development. Many rura residents feared that the
railroad would disturb livestock and throw sparksinto dry fieds. The possibility of boiler explosionsand derailments
made unfamiliar passengers and neighboring property owners also anxious. Moreover, due to the swampy
conditions around the Alcovy River near Covington, the Georgia Railroad was forced to back out of their
contractud agreement to build through Covington’s commercia area. Therailroad' swithdrawa angered business
and factory owners as well as stockholders. Compromises were worked out so that the road reached a point
between Oxford and Covington in 1844. The compromises dlowed the line to crossthe Alcovy River a Colley’s
Bridge and then loop southward between Oxford and Covington.

The GeorgiaRailroad grew steadily through the 1850s, and eventually played an important rolein the Civil
War moving troops and suppliesthrough Covington. The Covington depot was frequently used asahospital where
the wounded could be easily transferred from therail cars and receive medica aitention. Therailroad and the depots,
bridges, and other structures dong its route were heavily damaged by Sherman’s troops during his march to
Savannah. Following the war, an extensive survey was conducted and the railroad was repaired, improved, and
expanded. In addition to Alcovy Station and Bridge and the Y ellow River Bridge, the largest structure associated
with therailroad along the line was the Covington Station. The depot building was 41 x 91 feet with threeroomsand
ahalway at the east end. Platforms were located on the front and rear of the depot, and these were used for both
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passenger and product loading. The Covington depot burned in October 1884, and abrick structure was built to
replace the portion that was destroyed. Passenger service was provided dmost from the beginning, but was &t its
height from 1888 through the 1950s. Theroad was aprimary form of trangportation between Atlantaand Augusta,
and provided servicefor resdents of Socid Cirdeand Union Point, aswell asfor sudents attending Emory College.
With increased airline and automobile traffic, and especidly the completion of U.S. 278 and | -20 in the 1960sand
70s, passenger rail traffic declined steadily and was discontinued atogether in 1983.

Anather rail line, the Middle Georgia and Atlantic/Centra of Georgia, was developed in Newton County
fallowing the Civil War, dthough congtruction on the line was not completed until 1894. This new line expanded
service out of Covington to Atlanta and included direct access to Milledgeville and Eatonton. It provided loca
service in Newton County to Newborn, Carmel Junction, Hayston, Starrsville, and Covington Junction. Severd
structures associated with the Centra were built, including two separate sationsin Covington— aswell asanumber
of lesser passenger and freight shelters— and rail worker housing dso existed throughout town and aong the line.
Porterdade had a frame depot, located between town and the Y ellow River, that combined passenger and freight
traffic. Starrsville had a brick depot, while Newborn, Mansfield, and Hayston had wooden depots.

The Covington and Oxford Street Railroad was designed to connect the two communities and provide
direct access for Oxford residents to the passenger rail station in Covington. Early attemptsto build the line were
unsuccessful, but finaly in 1888 theline was completed. The mule- powered carsbecamefamiliar dong the streets of
the two towns. The company liked to use amixed pair of mules, onegrey and onedark, onthe cars. In additionto
passenger operations, the company offered adray linefor hauling mail and other freight, aswell as off-line pickups
and other ddiveries. As the popularity and accessibility of the automobile increased, and electric street cars and
inter-urban lines offered faster service, the mule-drawn lin€' s usefulness declined. In 1917, the Covington and
Oxford Street Railway discontinued operations and liquidated their equipment. The C & O Street Railway wasone
of thelast operating mule car linesin the United States, at thetimethat it folded, outlasted only by asmilar operation
in Arkansas.

From 1890 to 1920, railroads provided the chief means of trangportation. Shiftsin population from farmto
urban aress created a 14 percent increase in urban populations. The railroad declined with the introduction of
automobiles, trucks, and buses. Georgids revenue system did not supply adequate revenue to provide better
schoals, public hedth fadilities, and roads. Thefederal government provided assistance in meeting needs for roads
dueto theincreased use of theautomobile. In 1916, states could obtain federal fundson amatching basistoassstin
building of roads. The Georgia Highway Commission was cregted for this purpose and through the convict lease
system, asource of cheap labor was provided to enable the state to build amodern highway system by 1920. By
1920, Georgia was experiencing vigorous urban growth. Newton County’s transportation system grew from its
proximity to Atlanta, which quickly emerged as the southeast’ s leading wholesdle and retall center.

426 Commerce
Newton County has over 174,720 acres of rolling, Piedmont soil which early settlers found covered with

forests of pine and various hardwoods. Land clearing for cultivation made thousands of acres available for crop
production in deep fertile top soil, which proved to be easily tilled and very productive. Coupled with these
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resources were three mgjor rivers. the Alcovy, the South, and the Y ellow. These would eventualy provide power
for the operation of grigmills, sawmills, and other plants for the processing of agricultura products and industria
USeS.

Crops which have been grown successfully in Newton County include barley, corn, oats, cowpess, grain
sorghum, hay, peaches, pecans, rye, soybeans, sweet potatoes, truck crops, watermelons, and wheat. Grain crops
were important in the early development of Newton County as they were used by the settlers for their own
consumption, aswell asfor feed for livestock. However, Newton County depended heavily on the cotton industry.
The cotton farms were worked primarily with plantation dave labor prior to the Civil War. Mainly sharecroppers
and day labor were used after that time. The decline of the cotton industry began inthe 1920swith thearriva of the
boll weevil, the stock market collapse of 1929, and then overproduction and low pricesin the early 1930s. Cotton
acreage reached an al-time high of 600,000 acresin 1920, but has declined ever since, reaching nearly 0 acresin
1987.

During theearly 1800s, agricultura production was organized in aplantation system in which one landowner
controlled large holdings of property. Some early plantations in Newton County were the Burge Plantation
(nominated to the Nationa Register in 1997); Mount Pleasant Plantation, owned by Henry L. Graves, the Gaither
Pantation; and Griffin Plantation. The plantation system remained in place until the Civil War, when its unlimited
demands, |abor shortages, high prices, and apped sfor increased production created thefirst agriculturd revolution,
turning farmers away from saf- sufficiency to commercid production. Thiscontinued until after World War 1, when
European production stabilized and export pricesfel. Agricultura production continued to suffer through the Greet
Depresson of the 1930s. The Federal assstance programs indtituted in the late 1930s were instrumentd in
recovering the agricultura fortunes of Newton County. The most influentid of these programs was the Rurd
Electrification Act, which madeit possible for rurd resdentsto have lights, radio, refrigeration, running water, and
basi c domestic gppliances and farming machinery. Moreover, theincreased production demandsduring World War
1, brought about asecond agriculturd revolution. Newton County farmers madethefina shift from animal power to
mechanized farming implements. Government assstance and the University of Georgia s College of Agriculture
Extenson Programs gave farmers sophisticated soil conservation techniques, advanced fertilizers, anima and plant
husbandry, and insect and weed control, which pushed farm production to greater levels. Presently, Newton
County’ s agriculture has shifted from row cropping to grassdand agriculture for beef cattle, dairying, and horses.

In addition to its largely agriculturd base, the economy of Newton County developed an early industrid
component. Between 1822 and 1826, a plantation, grist mill, saw mill and blacksmith's shop were built at Cedar
Shods, which became an important manufacturing center in the heart of Georgia Known as the Cedar Shods
Water Power Company by 1855, the area became a center of mill development. In 1860, the Alquidon Millswere
built, which wereknown asthe* Chair Factory,” and grew into an extremely successful operation. Another mill, the
Covington Mill (which was not associated with the Covington Mill that was actudly located in the town of
Covington), developed on the other side of the river, but it was not as successful asthefirst two. From the end of
the Civil War to about 1878, these mill properties changed hands severa times and enjoyed varying degrees of
success. During the early 1880s, the development of Cedar Shod s areamerged with the growth of Porterdale and
the Porterdale Mills.
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427 Townsand Communities

The growth of many of the townsin Newton County focused on the development of transportation links.
Severd early rurd communities developed around the crossroads and intersections of well-traveled roads and
stagecoach routes. These communities are often scattered and difficult to define geographicaly. Their center isoften
achurch, schoal, store, depot, or combination thereof. The Brick StoreCommunity, located in the easternmost part
of Newton County, is one of the oldest crossroad communities in the county. Other examples are the Bethany
community on Highway 81; the Springhill community (named for thelarge spring at the Methodist church); the Fine
Grove community (also caled Shod Creek), located 3 miles north of Newborn; the Hint Hill Community near
Oxford; and the Sdem community in the northwest part of Newton County. Hat Rock and Hub Junction are other
rurd crossroad communities. Typicdly, platsfor thesetownswere drawn and theland surveyed by therailroad. The
drestswere laid out on both sides of the railroad and lined with trees and street lights. Many railroad towns were
origindly old rurd crossroad communities, and were later laid out in linear grid lots around the railroad tracks.
Mandfield, Newborn, Starrsville, and Hayston are good examples of this type of development pattern. Other
railroad communities developed because of depot location.

Other early towns devel oped around early industria operations. Porterdae, known as Cedar Shoals until
the early 20th century, isanindustrid community that developed onthe Y dlow River. Porterddeisa®“Modd Textile
Town” with mill houses, stores, churches, schools, and mill buildings. Covington Mills, in north Covington, isanother
mill village

Severd African- American communitiesformed in the laiter half of the 19th century and into the early 20th
century. Petty’s Hill, off Jackson Highway on Petty Street, isasmal rurd agricultura family community. Prait’s
Quartersisablack industrial community that developed near asaw mill. Echols Quarters, off Highway 142 on Elks
Club Road, is described in the Newton County History as an “ old styled plantation black community” — and was
named for the white farmer Charlie Echols. Poplar Hill, also known as Jerusdem, isasmall black community near
Mandfied. Another African- American community liesjust north of Porterdale. Weaver’ s Corner, named for the Bob
Weaver family, islocated on North Brown Street in Covington. Stone Mountain, aso known as Short Street, isa
large African- American neighborhood in Covington. Harristown, the areaaround L ee, South, and Brown Streetsin
Covington, is an intact historic black didtrict. Texas is an Africar American community in northwest Oxford.
Shakerag, in the middle of Oxford, is S0 named because of the billowing clothedines of the Africat American
women whaose occupation was to “take in washing” from the surrounding community.

The following lists other significant communities that developed throughout Newton County .

Alcovy (Olcufauhatchee) River Station Community: Thiscommunity islocated in the northeast section of
Newton County. Thisearly farming community was purchased from the Cherokee Indians by the U.S. Government
through treety in 1819. The Georgia Railroad, extending from Madison to Atlanta, came through this community.
During the Civil War, the origind railroad trestle was burned by the Stoneman Raiders during Sherman’s“March to
the Sea” The origind stone abutments are gill standing under the current railroad trestle. Nearby is the old road
bridge which was originaly a covered bridge. This community supported alarge railroad depot, store, post office,
church, cotton gin, grist mill, and schooal.
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Almon Edablished sometimein the mid- 19th century, the Almon Community has continued to grow sinceit
was firgt seitled. By 1917, the community supported two schools, Fairview School and Almon School, but these
later merged with a school in Oxford. Almon had a post office from 1886 to 1931 with only one postmaster,
ThomasHicks. Almon hashad several generd stores, with the Rock Store serving asapharmacy and officefor Dr.
S\W. Everett. Almon is located along Sherman’s “March to the Sea.”

Bethany Community: Thisareaacquired itsname after Alfred Livingston, the areal sfirst settler, founded the
Bethany Presbyterian Church herein 1842. The community had a cotton gin operated by Paul and Otis Hardeman,
and agrig mill, caled “Little Mill,” on Covered Bridge Road, operated by Dan Wilson. Near the grist mill wasa
covered bridge that was destroyed by fire in January 1967.

Brick Store: Located in eastern Newton County, Brick Storeisthe Site of one of the oldest settlementsin
the county, centering around thefirgt brick structure built in Newton County (c. 1921). In 1818, thetown of Winton
was established here. For a short time, the areawas known as“ Sun Up,” and in 1837, Sherwood' s Gazetteer of
Georgialisted the community as Mt. Pleasant, but over the yearsthe areahas consistently been referred to as Brick
Store. In addition to the Brick Store building itself, the community had savera churches and alocal school. The
Harris Spring (1914) and Mt. Pleasant (c. 1883) churches are higoricdly significant Sructures. Also, one of the
earliest rurd telephone sysemswasingaled in the Brick Store digtrict in 1897 by G.C. and H.B. Adams.

Broughton, Newborn, and Mandfield: Origindly a part of Jasper County in 1807, these communities
became apart of Newton County when it wasformed in 1821. In 1827, the areawas divided again and partswere
distributed between Newton, Jasper, and Morgan counties. In 1837, the dispute wasfindly settled when the county
line was placed on the ridge between Little River and Murder Creek. During the Civil War, Broughton and
Newborn were staging areas for Confederate Army wagon trains.

Covington: The country village of Newtonsboro changed its nameto Covington shortly after the creetion of
Newton County in 1822. Named after Gen. Leonard Covington, a Revolutionary War officer, Covington was
aready showing signs of growth two years after incorporation, and was alegitimate town by the time the Georgia
Railroad arrived in 1845. During this early period, one of Covington’s most celebrated residents, L.Q.C. Lamar,
came to prominence, eventudly serving in the U.S. House and Senate, as Secretary of the Interior, and Supreme
Court Justice,

The Southern Masonic Female College: Thishbrick building with two € evated quadrangular towers
flanking either Side, began in 1833 as the Newton County Femae Seminary. It stood on the ste of the

present City Hall, and existed there until it was replaced by the Covington Public School in 1893.

Covington and Oxford Street Railway: Began sarvice in July 1888. The mule-drawn street cars
continued to operate until November 1917, when service was discontinued and therailsremoved. Theonly
remaining rails are those embedded in the concrete floor of the Emory Street bridge over Dried Indian
Creek.

PorterddeMills: Although not within theincorporated limitsof Covington, they wereestablishedin
July 1890, and wereavitd part of the town’seconomy. Eventudly therewerethree millsin Porterdde: the
Weaunee, the Porterdde Mill, the largest twine mill in the world, and the Osprey Mill. The Covington Mills
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were established in April 1900, and operated through the Depression years and World War 11, sustaining
the economy of the smdll town.

Other noteworthy historic loca manufacturersinclude the Georgia Remedy Co., charteredin 1895,
which produced “Kill Germ,” atreatment for scabies, into the 1940s; and the Covington Chero-ColaCo.,
incorporated in 1914, which produced theloca soft drink through the 1920sin abuilding on the south Sde
of the public square, later occupied by the Consolidated Five & Ten and later till by Harper's.

Smdler, predominately Africat American communities developed in areas presently within the
Covington city limits. Noteworthy settlements of thistypeinclude: Green Acres, Happy Holland (Harlem),
and Harristown.,

Green Acres. Thisisalargdy African American subdivision in Covington recognized during the
early 1970s. The community’s name was inspired by the televison show “Green Acres.”

Happy Holland (Harlem): Named for the friendly demeanor of its resdents, this predominately
Africant American community is located off Emory Street in Covington and has adso been referred to as
Lunsford Circle.

Harrisown: Located near the square in Covington, this community was namefor Bob Harris, an
Africant American resident. This areacan traceits history back to the mid-1800sand has historicaly been
an African- American community from the beginning. Severd sgnificant landmarks are located here,
including New Hope Baptist Church, Stokes Cafe, the Anna Maone House and Jefferson Inn.

Petty’ s Hill: Located in Covington on Petty Street off Jackson Highway, this community hasbeen
referred to as Petty’s Hill since the early 20th century due to the number of hills in the neighborhood.
Traditiondly and African American community, this area developed quickly and eventudly hed its own
neighborhood store, Thompson's Store, and its own school, Washington Street School, an dl-black
inditution for grades one through eeven. Today the home of Mrs. Pearl Glass is the only remaining
residence from the origina community. The area has been absorbed within the Covington city limitsand is
now a part of the larger Nelson Heights neighborhood.

Floyd Street: The Floyd Street areais a residentid neighborhood thet is listed in the Nationa
Regigter. Severd housesin the didrict are very digtinctive in the architecture and considered community
landmarks. The digtrict is aso contained in the Covington Higtoric Didrict.

Dixie: Settled aspart of Waton County in 1820 and included as part of Newton County at thetime
of itscreation in 1822, Dixieis generally consdered to be the areadong west Bear Creek where the road
from Starrsville to Brick Store crosses Highway 142 east. The name“ Dixi€” wasgiventotheareaby D.J.
Adams in honor of the familiar Civil War-period anthem. Early on, the community was known as Cross
Roads and then Terrdl Town. One of the first schools was a log structure named Jefferson Academy
opened before 1828. It was |l ater absorbed into the Newton County School system and known asthe Dixie
School, and then demolished in 1919. Early settlers of Dixie worshiped a the Lane Meeting House built in
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1825 on the west side of Dixieto Starrsville Road. Thefirst known store was constructed in 1890 by D.J.
Adams across from the present East Newton Volunteer Fire Department, and was used as a store until it
was demolished in the mid-1950s. In April 1922, the Betty Lunsford Golf Club, located three-fourths of a
mile west of Dixie on the Covington highway, became the first golf club on this Sde of Atlanta

Echols Quarters: This community of plantation workers, located off Highway 142 on Elks Club
Road, was named for the plantation’ s owner, Charlie Echols. The residents had their own cemetery and
attended three nearby churches Union Grove Methodist, James Paschd Missonary Baptist, and
Montgomery Primitive Baptist.

Flat Rock Community: Located four miles east of Covington on the Jersey Road. On one side of
the road there is a large rock where a log cabin school known as Flat Rock once stood. The Baker
Cemetery located there is more than one hundred years old, and other cemeteries include the Moon and
Cook Cemeteries (white), and the Moore Cemetery (African-American).

Georgetown (Hint Hill Community): Initidly named for itsfirgt inhabitant, Joseph George, and his
descendants, this community was founded in the mid-1850s. After the rurd Hint Hill School located here
was consolidated with PAmer in Oxford in 1924, the community became commonly referred to asHint Hill
community. Business ventures here were primarily agricultura, with the largest Single enterprise being the
cotton gin, saw mill, and asmall country store.

Frogtown: According to older resdents, the town got its name from the cons derable number of
frogs on the ground after a big rain. This community is located between EIm Street and Covington Mill
Village, and was the early location of P.W. Prait’s ssawmill and the Newton County Prison Camp.

Hayson Community: Settled in the early 1800s by Robert Luther Hays, the community grew
around the farmstead he built in the 1820s. The origina log cabin, which has been dtered and expanded
sgnificantly, still stands near the present home of Emory Hays, a great-grandson. One of thetown’ searly
stores, built in 1883 by Alexander Stephen Hays, sill stands. There are severa cemeteries, thelargest one
being the Hays cemetery, located within sight of the L uther Hays Church. The Central of Georgia Railroad
line was congtructed through town in the mid-1850s. Therailroad is till in operation, but the trestle over
East Bear Creek washed away in 1921, and the depot near the store and railroad crossing wastorn down
inthe 1930s. A tanyard was established herein the 1860s by George FHloyd and SilasHays. Portions of the
bricksand stonesfrom thetanyard are till visible on the upper sde of Greer’ sLake near Highway 213 and
the railroad. A gin and sawmill were dso located in this area.

Leguinn Digtrict #1513: Thiscommunity islocated south of the Covington city limits. The Leguinn
Digtrict had four schools: Leguinn White, Leguinn Black, Community White, and Community Black. The
cotton gin a Holly Springs, behind Leguinn School, operated from the late 1800s until about 1920. It was
later moved to the intersection of Starrsville and Covington Roads.

Mandidd: Thistown was established ¢. 1896 and was named in honor of the only member of the Carmel
Land Improvement Company (which received the charter for the new settlement) who exercised temperance. At the
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time of founding, Mandgfield had ablacksmith’s shop, alittle school, and amail station, commonly known as*“Bob
Leg’ on the Star Route from Socid Circle to Monticello. The new town's first brick building was built by Lee
Adamsin 1898 and used as a post office, and gtill stands next to the present day post office. Thetown’sfirst large
school was an elementary school built in 1908, which was subsequently razed in 1957 and replaced with the present
building. Mangfidd's new city hal was built in 1960, and the new post office was dedicated in 1965.

Newborn: Firgt known as Cross Road or Sandtown, Newborn was settled around 1819 by Rufus Broome.
Origindly a part of Jagper County, Newborn became a part of Newton County after its creation in 1822.
Newborn’s first and only church, Newborn Methodist Church, was first built in 1820, replaced in 1847, and the
present building was constructed in 1903. The present parsonage was built in 1898 or 1899. Between 1859 and
1866, PAmyralngtitute was established. The Ingtitute enjoyed great success, but was closed in 1909 and reopened
asNewborn High School. This building was moved closer to the road and anew building built behind it in 1923, at
which timethe older building was demolished. Today the new building ishometo the Newborn Community Center.
Newborn was nominated to the National Register in 1997.

North Covington (Midway): In the late 19th century, this community developed near the railway depot
midway between Covington and Oxford, and asaresult it was commonly known as Midway. This community had
its own depot dong the Centrd Georgia Railroad, and many large homes of prominent residents were located
nearby, including the exiting turn- of-the- century William C. Clark home on Emory Street. An early cotton ginwas
located where Campbell Lumber Co. is presently, and the Godfrey- Candler Warehouse and Wholesale Co. was
located on North Emory Street across from the Central Georgia Railroad depot. A number of other warehouses,
dry good and grocery stores, restaurants, and other businesseswere located near the depot, and catered to therall
traffic, both passenger and freight, moving between Covington and Oxford.

Oxford: The town, named Oxford in honor of John and Charles Wedey’s dma mater in England, was
chartered in 1839. Thetown wasdesigned by Edward LIoyd Thomas, aMethodist minister and surveyor. Thetown
plan of Oxford was arranged around a centra avenue leading to the campus, with the college buildings constructed
around a quadrangle. Its 125 origind |ots were offered on a 999-year leasewith the provison that “ no intoxicating
liquors shall be sold nor any game of hazard be allowed on the lots under pendlty of forfeiture” Theorigind dreets
were dl named for notable Methodigts. The entire town, including Oxford College, was designated a Shrine of the
United Methodist Church in 1972, the first town in the country to be so designated. The Oxford Historic Digtrict
was ligted in the Nationd Regigter in 1975, and Orna Villain Oxford wasindividudly listed in 1973.

Oxford, Africanr American Community: Thetown of Oxford wasdivided into sections. Blackslived
in al sectionsjoined by whites except the section called Texas, which wasin the northwestern part and all
black. East Oxford, toward Turkey Creek, was called Peasville. Inthemiddle of Oxford, blackslivedinthe
upper section called Shakerag, so named for itsbillowing clotheslines of wash takenin by the women of the
neighborhood. West is a hilly section and was referred to as The Hill. The community has two churches,
Methodist and Bapti<t.

“Old Church”: Central section built in 1841 (two wings added in 1878), more than any other
building represents the ties between Oxford, Emory and Methodism. Commencement exerciseswerefirst
held herein 1843 and theregfter this was the scene of the great commencements, orations and sermons.
Here during the great religious awakening of the 1850s, Y oung J. Allen, Class of ‘58, whom the Chinese
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cdled Li Lo Chih and the Church called “ The Man Who Seeded Ching,” decided to become aforeign
missonary. During the Civil War it served as a hospita for the wounded. On Thanksgiving Day 1880, Dr.
Atticus G. Haygood delivered his famous sermon, “The New South.” It is currently leased to the Oxford
Higtorica Shrine Society and is used by the College and community for specia occasions.

Phi GammaHal: Builtin 1851 to housethefirs of theliterary and debating societies, thisbuildingis
an outstanding example of the Greek Revivd literary society temple. George W.W. Stone, later
distinguished professor of mathematics, presded over inaugural meetings held prior to 1840. Literary
societieswere amost important semi-formal part of the antebellum, classicaly- oriented college curriculum.

Few Hdl: Built in 1852 to house the Few Society, an outgrowth of Phi Gamma, organized August
10, 1839, is an outstanding Greek Reviva structure. Few and Phi Gamma, rivals both in debate and for
members, were intellectua fraternities which helped to educate sudents and improve the college.

Soldier's Cemetery. Located 150 yards beyond the Williams Gymnasium on the Oxford campus,
Soldiers Cemetery isan unexpected reminder of Oxford' s participationin the Civil War. Theentireareais
untouched, and at the end of the path is a clearing dominated by a granite shaft marking the cemetery. The
centra marker bears only the words “Our Soldiers.” During the Civil War, the literary society buildings
served as hospitals where both Confederate and Union soldiers were cared for. Twenty-five Confederate
soldiers were buried here.

The Oxford Higtorical Cemetery: L ocated on North Emory Street, the cemetery wasapart of the
origina town plan laid out in 1837. It has been referred to as the “Westminger” of Georgia Methodism;
buried hereare eight presdents of Emory College, three of whom became bishopsin the Methodist Church,
aswdl asanumber of Methodigt ministers and college faculty members. The bishopsburied hereinclude:
James O. Andrew, Atticus G. Haygood, and Warren A. Candler. Maximillian Kendall, thefirst student to
die at the college, isburied here. Ignatius Few, thefirgt President of Emory College, was buried in Athens,
Georgiauntil early inthiscentury when hisremainswere brought to Oxford. Kitty Andrew Shell isburiedin
Bishop Andrew’s family plot and remembered with a memorid marker. Both Confederate and Union
soldiers are buried in separate areas of the cemetery. Thereis one monument dedicated for dl the Union
dead and individualy marked grave sites for the Confederate dead. Both are located in the southeastern
portion of the cemetery.

Seney Hall: This three-gtory, Victorian Gothic brick structure was built in 1881 and housed the
Adminigration Building. It was built over the foundations of the origind Adminigration Building, a Greek
Revivd structure erected between 1852-53 and torn downin 1872. Seney Hall was congtructed during the
progressive post-Civil War adminigration of Atticus G. Haygood from 1875 to 1884. His liberal New
South philosophy was expressed in numerous sermons, lectures, and books. His 1880 Thanksgiving Day
sermon, which cameto the attention of Georgel. Seney, aMethodist layman of New Y ork City, resultedin
Seney’ s giving Emory College $130,000, of which $50,000 built Seney Hal. The Seney Hall tower bell
was given to the college by Dr. Alexander Means to whom it had been presented about 1855 by Queen
Victoria of England.
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LanguageHall: Builtin 1874, thiswasoneof severa buildings congtructed during President Osborn
L. Smith’ sadministration (1871- 75) with fundsrai sed by Bishop George Foster Pierce, President of Emory
College from 1848 to 1854.

Science Building: Built in 1875 under President Smith’' s administration.

Prayer Chapel: Built in 1875 under President Smith’s adminitration.

Few Monument: A marble shaft erected about 1855 by the Grand Masonic Lodge of Georgiain
memory of Ignatius A. Few (1789-1845), first president of Emory College.

Old Gym: Built in 1885 during Dr. Isaac Stiles Hopkins (1841-1914) presidency to house his
pioneering technologica department. Because of his interest in technologica training, Dr. Hopkins was
chosen in 1888 to the first president of Georgia Ingtitute of Technology. With his departure from Emory
College, this shop became a gymnasium.

Candler Hall: Built asalibrary in 1897 in the Neo- Roman style made popular by the 1893 Chicago
Expogtion. Againg hiswishes, it was named in honor of Warren Akin Candler (1857-1941), president of
Emory College from 1888 until the spring of 1898 when he was dected a bishop of the Methodist
Episcopd Church, South. As Chairman of the commission crested in 1914 to consider making a new
Methodigt university east of the Mississippi, Bishop Candler was one of thefounders of Emory University.

The Presdent’'s Home: Once described as* Greek Reviva with Victorian trimming,” isespecidly
historic. Many Emory College presidents have lived here snce it was built in 1836 by Ignatius Few, first
president (1837-39) of Emory College and afounder of both the College and the town. Successive owners
have enlarged the origind smal sructure. Dr. Few, as Presdent of the Manua Labor School near
Covington, was one of those respongble for Oxford' s being the site of the expansion of the labor school
into aliberd arts college.

Augustus Badwin Longsireet (1790-1870), Emory’ s second president (1840-48) purchased the
house from Dr. Few in 1839. Judge L ongstreet added the two projecting front roomswhich give thefront
porch, withitstrellised columns, the effect of arecessed entry portico. Previoudy activein Georgiapolitics
(1821-25) and author, Longstreet became a Methodist minister in 1838. His popularity and well-known
abilities lent prestige to young Emory College during his presidency. Later when Judge Longsirest was
President of the University of Missssippi, his sortin-law, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatis Lamar, J., the most
distinguished Emory graduate (1845) of the early years, began aMissssppi palitical career which eventudly
led to his appointment to the United States Supreme Court. The Lamar School of Law was named for him.

INn1889 Young L. G. Harris, member of the Board of Trusteesfor whom Y oung Harris Collegeis
named, presented the house to the college asits officid President’ shome. Thelast three presidents before
Emory College moved to Atlanta lived heree Warren A. Candler (1888-1898), Charles E. Dowman
(1898-1902), and James Edward Dickey (1902-1915).
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The Alexander Means House: Owned by Dr. Alexander Means (1801-1883) when Oxford was
laid out in 1837, the house was built by a Virginian in the early 1820s. It isthe oldest house in Oxford. Dr.
Means, a Methodist minigter, physician, professor of naturd science, and Emory College president,
probably acquired and remodeled the house at some point between 1834, when he began serving as
superintendent of the Manua Labor School near Covington, and 1837, when he helped to found Emory
College and Oxford. Dr. Means, who called his porticoed Gresk Reviva house, “OrnaVilla' (whichmeans
“House of Birds") isone of the most famous persondities associated with the town and college he helped to
establish. As professor of natura science from 1838 until 1855, he was a pioneer in scientific education;
during thoseyearsin his sparetime, helectured on chemisgtry at the AugustaMedica College; he preached;
he served as president of Southern Masonic Collegeat Covington; and in 1854- 55 was President of Emory
College. Dr. Meanswasfascinated by dectricity, which he caled “ God' svice-regent.” Somebdievethatin
the 1850s in the old Emory laboratory he made the firsda American demondration of dectric light.
Undoubtedly abreast of the latest scientific knowledge of his time, he was a member of many learned
societies. He died in Oxford at the age of eighty-two and isburied in the Oxford Cemetery. Thishouseis
featured in “Haunted Houses of Georgid’ due to the aleged presence of the ghost of Toby Means.

The Stone House or Thomas/Stone/Eady House: Built on the highest point in Oxford by Edward
Lloyd Thomas, the surveyor and Methodist minister, soon after he had planned Oxford in 1837. It isa
Queen Anne style cottage that features alarge wraparound porch. In 1854, two years after Thomas' dezth,
the house was purchased by Professor George W. W. Stone who was graduated from Emory Collegein
1842 and made amember of the faculty, serving, with only abrief interruption, from that time until shortly
before his degth in 1889. From 1905 to 1925 the house was owned by Susan (Tudie) Stone Robison,
eldest daughter of Professor Stone. The Stone House with the Means' House, the Branham House, the
Presdent’s Home, and the Dickson House are the outstanding examples of private homeswhere Emory
College students were boarded. Until the Haygood Dormitory was built in 1912, dormitories were
consdered to be “facilities for mischief.”

The Branham House or Branham/Sitton House: This Greek Revival resdence, built c. 1845, was
home for 130 yearsto one of Oxford' s early and most prominent families, the Branhams. Thehouseisa“4
over 4" with wide central halls and has had extensive restoretion to return it to its 1840s configuration.

Caperg/Dickson/Branham House: ThisGresk Revival residence, built c. 1838, wasfirst owned by
William H. Méll. Under Judge Dickson's ownership, the first improved strain of long staple cotton was

propagated on this property.

The Hopkins House or Hopking/Bryan House: Buiilt ¢. 1847. Dr. Isaac Hopkins lived herefrom
1884-1888, and was the ninth president of Emory College. In a workshop behind his house, Dr. I. S.
Hopkins began experimentsin technological education, and helater went on to becomethefirst president of
the Georgia Indtitute of Technology in 1888. This Greek Reviva houseis currently operating asabed and
breskfast inn.

“Kitty's Cottage” Site: Kitty Andrew Shdll was a mulaito dave girl willed to Bishop James O.
Andrew, President of the Board of Trustees of Emory College, with the stipul ation thet at age nineteen she
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was either to go to Liberia or to remain as free as the law and society of Georgia would permit. Under
church law, Bishop Andrew could not own a dave, but under state law he could not set her free. Her
decison to remain in Oxford, technicdly the dave of Bishop Andrew, was partly responsible for the 1844
plit between the Methodist Church, North and South. “Kitty's Cottage’ was moved in 1938 to Sdem
Campground near Covington.

“Zora Fair's Cottage” or the Gaither/Payne House: Built ¢. 1840 by Dr. Henry Gaither. In
November 1864, Miss Izora M. Fair refuging from Charleston, S.C. in Oxford, disguised hersdf as a
country Negress and attempted to sneak into besieged Atlanta. After penetrating Sherman’ sheadquartersin
Atlanta, shehid intheattic of hishouse. Shewasfired on by Sherman’ s pickets, taken to guard’ squarters,
guestioned, and sent back to Oxford. She is Oxford' s “ Confederate Girl Spy.”

The Henderson Store-U.S. Post Office/lMcGiboney Building: This stone structurewas originaly
built c. 1885 as acombination genera store and post office, acommon practice in that era. It hasrecently
been renovated into an upgtairs private residence and business shops downdtairs.

The Dearing House: Built ¢. 1880, this cottage was extensvely remodeled in 1990.

TheHarigWilliamg/AdamsHouse: Built c. 1850, CorraHarris (1869-1935), author of “A Circuit
Rider' sWife’ on which the movie“I’d Climb the Highest Mountain” was based, lived in this house during
the 1890s.

The EllisHouse Built c. 1900, this Victorian eraresdence had alater addition built in 1957.

Allen Memorid United Methodist Church This Greek Reviva church, built ¢. 1910, was named
for Young J. Allen, the first Methodist Missionary to China 1t washbuilt, and isstill owned, by the College
and serves both the community and college for regular Methodist worship.

The Stephens/Forney House: A two-story southern farmhouse, built ¢. 1880, that has had
remodeling and additions since the 1970s. The extengve flower gardens throughout the property feature
severd fish ponds.

The Bonndl/Cowan/ Turner House: Built ¢. 1900, this building underwent extensive remodedling
several decades ago.

The Mabry/Dickey/lzen House: A federd style house built c. 1900 hasaprivate resdence; it has
since been divided into severd separate gpartment units within the structure.

The Ficguett/Milligan House: Built c. 1910, this building served as an ATO fraternity house for
Emory College.
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The Turner/Budd/Phillips House: Thisstone homewasbuilt ¢. 1909 by Emory College professor,
E. K. Turner whose wife, an artist, designed it. The current owner was one of many students and faculty
members who had boarded in this house during Mrs. (Mother) Budd's ownership.

The Cobb House or Cobb’ s Cottage: Built ¢. 1900, this cottage featured aclapboard exterior, and
the front porch was once aloading dock at the Porterdale Mill.

The Haygood/Wearing House or the Haygood House: ThisGreek Reviva housewasbuilt c. 1894
by Atticus G. Haygood, eighth president of Emory College and later bishop of the Methodist Episcopd
Church, South.

The Starr/Park/Gebhart House: Origindly aone-story cottage built c. 1915, the dormered second
story was added in 1982.

The Paine/McCanless House: The origind two-story structure built ¢. 1885 had several rooms
added to both floors around 1915. This home features 12 fireplaces and is currently under restoration.

The Carr/Corley/Watterson House or “High Point a Chestnut Grove’: This late Federd syle
house was built ¢. 1830, and moved from Covington to Oxford in 1975. The house features ddlicate lonic
columns, detailed baconies, and fan-lighted doors on both floors. The house was included in the Historic
American Buildings Survey of 1935 as a sructure of outstanding merit.

The Giles'Whitsitt House or Fierol Place: This Victorian era home was built ¢. 1900, and
extensvely remodded in 1968 a which time the large Victorian porch was removed. The name “Ferol
Pace’ is Olde English for “ Oak-Covered Ground.”

The Thompson House: ThisArtsand Craft style structure was built ¢. 1908 by the Decatur-Oxford
Didtrict of the Methodist Church astheresidencefor itsdistrict superintendent and isnow privately owned.

The Worshan/Cling/Smith House: Thistwo-gory framehousebuilt ¢. 1875 hasVictorian festures.
Its 1979 restoration and addition used old beams and bricks from the Turner Cotton Warehouse which
once stood on Emory Street in Covington.

The Gdloway/Oliver House or HoridaHall: This house was built ¢. 1845 by William Galoway,
who aso built thefirst Adminigtration Building and the two debating hals of Emory College. The housewas
used to board Oxford College students and later was a*helping hal” primarily for students from Horida,
thus the name. The house was extensively restored arting in 1973.

The Jensen House or The Old Parsonage: Built ¢. 1890, this Folk Victorian house served asthe
parsonage for Allen Memorid (United) Methodist Church. It continued to do so until 1966.

The Sherwood/Johnston House: ThisArtsand Craftsstyle housewasbuilt ¢. 1908 for aSigmaNu
fraternity. It was purchased by the Sherwood family in 1917.

5-20



Historic Resources

The Giles’Coker House: An early Arts and Crafts house built ¢. 1905.

Rust Chapdl United Methodist Church: The Rust family donated land for an African Methodist
Episcopd Church to be built on this site. In 1908, Emory College moved the present structure from the
campus to replace the origind church building.

The Yarbrough Oak: Thislarge, old White Oak, aso known asthe “ Prince of the Forest,” owns
itsdlf. In the 1870s the Rev. John W. Yarbrough, Dr. Atticus G. Haygood's father-in-law, began a
Y arbrough family tradition of devotion to this magnificent tree, whichingpired the commissonersof Oxford
to deed the tree to itself on September 30, 1929.

Pine Grove Community: Originaly known as Shod Creek, thiscommunity in eastern Newton County about
three miles north of Newborn. Shoa Creek Primitive Baptist Church was established in 1837, and 4ill meets
biweekly. A community school, known as Pine Grove, was built in 1880, and was replaced in 1896 for a new
building on another site. This second structure burned in 1926 and was never rebuilt. The area continued to be
cdled Pine Grove, and the Shod Creek name has been al but forgotten.

Poplar Hill: Named for the grove of poplar trees grown in this area. Many origind families from this
community moved into the Jerusdlem Community when mill jobs cameto Mandfied. Theseresidents built achurch
named Jerusalem, which was later renamed Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church in Mandfidd.

Porterdale: (See Map 5-11) With thefounding of the Cedar Shoa sManufacturing Company here by Noah
Phillips in June 1831, the groundwork for the development of Porterdale was laid. In 1859, Charles Camp of
Covington bought one- hdf interest in the Cedar Shoa s M anufacturing Company and somenearby land. In 1863, he
bought the other half of the company, which limited Noah Phillips property to nonindusirid redl estate outsde the
immediate Cedar Shoalsarea. In 1863, Enoch Steadman, grandfather of the late Chancellor Steadman V. Sanford
of the Univergty of Georgia, purchased one-haf interest in 500 nonindustrid acres owned by Noah Phillips. The
other haf belonged to Charles Camp. It was because Enoch Steadman was a Masonic brother and friend of
Sherman that Cedar Shoaswas not harmed during Sherman’s march through Newton County. Some of Sherman’s
soldiers camped on the south side of the river where Oliver Porter eventually built his home. The mill at Cedar
Shod s continued to operate and grew steadily through the end of the Civil War. Oliver Porter, anative of Penfield,
Georgia, came to Covington to teach, which he did for severd years, and he became a good friend of Enoch
Steadman. Through thisfriendship, he met the widow of Charles Camp and married her in 1869. Asaresult of this
marriage, Oliver Porter becamethe guardian of Miss Charley Camp, and with hiswife, inherited the sharesin Cedar
Shods Manufacturing Company owned by Charles Camp. In 1871, he built Cedar Shoas Place, later known as
Porter Place, on the south side of the river overlooking the mill. It was a two-story home with a wide veranda
completely encircling the structure. Servants' quarterswere built behind the house and the carriage house wasto the
left of the front veranda.

Later in 1871, Oliver Porter and David W. Spence bought from Enoch Steadman land, water power

meachinery privileges and abrick building used asachair factory. Thiswasto help with the growing needs of themill.
Houseswere d o built asfamiliesmoved into town looking for jobsin themill. By 1887, there were eighteen houses
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on mill property. Noah Phillips gave land for a schoolhouse and a church to be built on Rocky Plains Road. The
structures were known as Liberty School and Liberty Methodist Church. Later, he gave land to the Baptist

congregation to build a church on the Sdem Road, now Hwy. 81. The Porterdde Mills, as they were cdled in

1890, switched to yarn and twine production and were purchased by Bibb Manufacturing of Macon in 1898. In
1889, the Bibb Manufacturing Company built atwinemill on the north side of theriver and it was named Porterdale
Mill. The mill on the south side was changed from Cedar Shoals Manufacturing Company to Welaunee Mill. All

meachinery was moved from Welaunee Mill to Porterdale Mill. Welaunee Mill was used for storagefor supplies until

1922, when it was started up as awaste mill. This building was torn down and rebuilt in 1925. Porterdale Mill was
recognized as the largest twine mill in the world &t that time.

After the Bibb Co. purchased the mills, they persuaded the railroad to extend tracks from Covington to
Porterdale, and Oliver Porter deeded land to the Central of Georgiain 1899 to run the track into town.

The size of Porterdale Mill wasincreased in 1910, 1918, 1936, and 1941. A storage plant, known asthe
LineWak, wasbuilt on the hill overlooking themill. During WW |1, machinery was placed inthisplant to help carry
the demand for goods.

The Brannen family built alarge two-story houseto takein boarders around 1894, on the south side of the
river. W. J. Kiser and hiswife ran the hotel until 1921, when Mrs. Effie King assumed control. Mot of the young
couples in the community spent their honeymoonsin this hotdl.

In 1900, Oliver's son John Porter built a two-story community school behind the company store, which
proved to be o successful that a school house specificaly for Kindergarten was built on the south sde of theriver a
the base of the Porter lawn. The main school house was expanded in 1914 to include three new classsoomsand a
kitchen. A new brick school, named the John Porter Building, was built in 1917 on the north side of theriver across
from where the company store complex would be built Sx yearslater. Bricks|eft over from thisbuilding wereused
to build an indoor swimming pool. The building dso had alarge auditorium that served as acommunity hal aswell.
This school was eventudly razed, and thetwo buildings housing the Porterdale City Hall and the Police Department
were built on the site. The wide stepsthat lead up to the school on the southwest corner of the property are dl that
remains of the building. An additiona school was built in 1923 to hold gradesfive through nine, aswell asahome
economics department and a band room.

In 1937, abrick building was built at the north entrance to the village to be used as a school and church for
the African-American community. The Bibb Co. hired a teacher and secured the services of a minister to lead
servicesin the Sructure.

As houses were added to the north side of the river, the company store was moved over there with the
blacksmith shop. Thisbecamethe center of thevillage. Later, the mill office was moved into the company store and
the room attached for the doctors was made into a post office to the rear of the store. One hundred and fifty Six-
room houseswere built in 1920, which increased the number of housesto 587. The mgority of thesestructures are
dill standing.

5-22



Historic Resources

In 1922 the Bibb Co. began congtruction of two large buildings separated by awide driveway. The first
building was to house the general store, bank, barbershop, shoe shop, and post office. The second building wasto
house the company store, drugstore, dentist’s office, funeral home, and Bibb Co. offices. The generd store was
opened in October 1923, by Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Calaway of Covington. The bank never materidized, and the
gpace designated for it was used as aladies ready-to-wear department.

The Presbyterians built their first churchin townin 1923, and the M ethodists followed with another church
buildingin 1925. The Baptistsbuilt also built an additional churchin 1930, and the Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ
was built in 1948.

InNovember 1938, the Oliver S. Porter gymnasium was dedi cated by James Porter to honor hisfather. The
first basketball game was played here on December 3, 1938, between Porterdde and Livingston Schools.
Commencement exercises for the school were dso held here for the first time in May 1939. In 1942, a new
activities building was congructed on the Site of the old community house. The building was named for William D.
Anderson, Chairman of Bibb Manufacturing's Board. It housed the men's clubs, band, Kindergarten, dentist’s
office, beauty salon, and Masons.

A new bridge was built across the Ydlow River and dedicated on July 30, 1943. The new bridge was
needed to replace the old wooden bridge which was so low that, when the river rosefrom heavy rains, people could
not get to work.

During the height of its production (between 1940 and 1970), 2,500 people were employed and Porterdae
was recognized within theindustry asa“Modd Textile Town.” With this progress, the Bibb Co. decided to dlow
their employees to purchase their homes which were owned by the company. These transactions took place in
1964.

Sdem Community. Salem is located in the northwestern part of Newton County (see Map 5-2). Sdem
Church and Sdem Camp Ground were vita ingitutions, and each resident took an active part in each one. Thefirst
school was on the site of the Salem Club House, which now housesthe Sdem Fire Station. After 1900, the school
was moved down Sdem Road and called Oakland; this building till stands and is the private resdence of the
Kenneth Y oung family. Another notable private residence is the home of Ramsey Hallingsworth, built in 1848 by
Predey Chrigtian. The Salem Campground was listed in the Nationa Register in 1998.

Sarsville: Located about Six miles southeast of Covington, the first settlersin thisareacamein the Land
Lotteries of 1820-21. The community got its name from the Starr family, one of the earliest groups of settlers. The
Star Store building, built in the early 1830s on what is now Dixie Road and Hwy. 213, is one of the oldet
remaining structuresin the area. Near the store is the oldest remaining residence, built by Silas Starr and presently
thehomeof W. H. Corley. When the Central Georgia Railroad was built through town in 1893, the Starrsville Post
Office moved out to the new station and became the center of a satellite community known as New Starrsville.
Shortly after 1893, amercantile store was built trackside by Rufus Franklin. When the station closed in 1931, the
Pogt Office moved into the store and operated there until 1976. The store closed in 1979 after the deeth of itslast
owner, D.B. Dixon. Starrsville Historic Digtrict was nominated to the National Register in 1997 (see Map 5-3).

5-23



Newton County Comprehensive Plan Amendment

4.3  Nationd Register of Historic Places

The Nationd Regigter of Higtoric Places is the officid list of the nation's hitoric and cultura resources
worthy of preservation. The National Register was authorized by the Nationa Historic Preservation Act of 1966
andispart of the nationd effort to identify, evaluate, and protect our architectura and archaeologica resources. The
program is administered by the National Park Service under the Secretary of Interior. Properties listed in the
Nationa Regiger include buildings, structures, dtes, objects, and digtricts significant in American history,
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture.

Bendfits for Nationa Regigter liging include the following:

1. Recognition thet a property is of sgnificance to the nation, state, or community.
2. Consderation in the planning for federally asssted projects, including review by the Advisory
Council on Higtoric Preservation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966.
3. Eligibility for certain federd tax bendfits, such as the investment tax credit for rehabilitation of
income- producing buildings and the charitable deductions for donation of easements.
4, Qudification for federd preservation grants when funding is available.
5. Congderation in the issuance of surface cod mining permits.
To belisted in the Nationa Register, a property must meet the Nationd Register criteria for evauation.
These criterionsrequire that aproperty be old enough to be considered historic (generdly at least 50 yearsold) and
that it till look and appear as it did in the past. In addition, the property must (a) be associated with events,
activities, or developments that were important in the past; or (b) be associated with thelives of people who were
important in the past; or () be sgnificant in the areas of architectura hitory, landscape history, or engineering; or
(d) have the ability to yidd information through archaeol ogica investigation that would answer questions about our
past.

National Regigter listing does not place obligations or redirictions on the use or digposition of an individua
property. Nationa Regigter liging isnot the same asloca historic district zoning or loca landmark designation that
protects|isted propertieswith design review. Propertieslisted in, or digiblefor, the Nationa Register are subject to
an environmenta review for projects using federa funds - regardless of the amount. Nationa Regigter listing does
not encourage public acquisition of or access to property.

Inthe state of Georgia, the Historic Preservation Divison (HPD) (SHPO) under the Department of Natural
Resources administers the Nationd Register program. For individua properties, a“Historic Property Information
Form” is completed and submitted by an applicant. For historic areas or didtricts, a“Historic Didtrict Information
Form” isused. Both formsare available from the HPD and the preservation planner a the Northeast GeorgiaRDC.
Ownersof propertiesinterested in ligting ahistoric resource in the National Register should first contact one of these
agencies for further information and assstance.
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Historic resources (i.e, buildings, structures, sites, objects, and digtricts) listed in or digible for Nationd
Regiger lising fal under Section 106 of the Nationa Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) as amended for
environmenta review if they are “federdly asssted” and consdered an “undertaking.” An “undertaking” meansa
project, activity, or program funded in wholeor in part under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of aFederd agency,
including: a) those carried out by or on behaf of the agency; b) those carried out with Federa financid assstance; ¢)
thoserequiring aFedera permit, license, or gpprova ; and d) those subject to State or local regulation administered
pursuant to adelegation or approva by aFedera agency. [16 U.S.C. 470w(7)]. Thefollowing statement dlarifiesan
“undertaking’:

An undertaking means any project, activity, or program that can result in changesin the character or
use of higtoric properties, if any such historic properties are located in the area of potentia effect.
The project, activity, or program must be under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of a Federa
agency or licensed or assisted by a Federd agency. Undertakings include new and continuing
projects, activities, or programsand any of their e ementsnot previoudy consdered under Section
106. [36CFR § 800.2(0)]

Agencies, organizations, and property ownersin Newton County that areinvolved in an undertaking should
follow Section 106 review and contact the Preservation Planner a the Northeast Georgia RDC or the Historic
Preservation Divison (HPD) for further information.

In Newton County, seven historic resourcesare currently listed or pending listing inthe Nationa Register of
Historic Places. These propertiesinclude:

Listed

Floyd Street Historic Didrict. Thedistrict comprises gpproximeately 30 acres of resdentid buildingsfrom
the Greek Revival and Neoclassical architectura styles(see Map 5-5). Thebuildingsarelocated dong Hoyd Street
in Covington from Elmtojust west of Sockwell Street. Severd of the historic housesin the didtrict includethe Floyd
House, the Adams-Clark house, the Floyd-Neal- Patterson house, the Travis house, and the Williams-Adams-Cook
house. The digtrict was listed on December 4, 1974.

Newton County Courthouse. The courthouse was constructed in 1884 and designed by the architectura
firm of Bruce and Morgan (see Map 5-5). It reflectsthe Second Empire architecturd styleandisoneof only six in
the dtate executed in this style. The nomination was part of a thematic nomination for Georgias courthouses that
were listed on September 9, 1980.

OrnaVilla. Thisindividua property datesto c. 1820sand isthe home of Dr. Alexander Means, founder of
Emory College (see Map 5-10). It isa Greek Revivd styled building constructed in stages and atered during the
early 19th century to include atwo-story portico and side wings. The property was listed on January 29, 1973.

Oxford Historic Digtrict. The district comprises gpproximately 146 acres located in Oxford and includes
Oxford College of Emory University, “Old Church,” two cemeteries, two commercia establishments, and numerous
residentia buildings constructed by those associated with Emory College (see Map 5-10). Thetown was designed
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around arectangular central-park plan and the digtrict retainsthisformad arrangement. Thedigtrict waslisted on June
5, 1975.

Salem Camp Ground. This property includes a tabernacle c. 1854 that is open on three sides, approximately 25
small buildings that housed worshipers during retreats (see Map 5-2). A hotel, constructed in 1940, is also located on the
property. The property includes 63.37 acres. Listed on March 5, 1998.

Pending Listings (as of October 1999)

Newborn Historic District. The district consists of residential buildings, community buildings and a commercial
block located near the Central of Georgia Railroad (see Map 5-8). The town was planed in a gridiron pattern in 1839 and
developed with the railroad's introduction in 1893 that continued through 1947. The district comprises approximately 175
acres. Pending 1997.

Starrsville Rural Historic District. The district is located in a large rural area between the Alcovy River to the west
and Bear Creek to the east that includes approximately 1,720 acres (see Map 5-3). The buildings in the district were
historically used for residential, commercial, community, and agricultural uses and developed in two periods, as two
parts of Starrsville; known as “Old Starrsville” and “New Starrsville.” Pending 1997.

Covington Historic District. The Covington Historic District includes “greater” Covington and its historic
neighborhoods, totaling approximately 800 buildings on 200 acres of land (see Map 5-5). The district also includes the
Floyd Street Historic District and Newton County Courthouse previously listed in the National Register. The Covington
Historic District contains historic African-American neighborhoods located south and west of the commercial downtown,
several community landmark buildings, six churches, and various public buildings. Pending 1997.

Burge Plantation. This historic property is an early 19th century house that is noted for the home of the author of
memaoirs of the Civil War (see Map 5-2). It includes two separate historic buildings that are included in the nomination.
Pending 1997.

During the period 1980-1996, there were no properties nominated to the National Register in Newton County or
its cities. Between 1996-1997, 3 districts and one individual property were nominated to the National Register and listing
is expected by 1998. In 1996, Newton County joined to the Northeast Georgia Region and received assistance from the
RDC'’s preservation planner. This assistance included the preparation of National Register nominations.

The 1989 survey of historic resources recommended the following properties for National Register listing:

Thematic nomination for religious buildings in Newton County
Porterdale (see Map 5-11)

Mansfield (see Map 5-6)

Flint Hill Academy

Burge Plantation property (see Map 5-2)

“Bolton House” (Ne-776/Neel Reid House)

BR&KRRRK
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The Advisory Committee recommended the following historic resources for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places:

Gaither Plantation (county)
Mansfield (see Map 5-6)

Gum Creek Community

Dial Mill

Mt. Pleasant Church
Porterdale (see Map 5-11)
Henderson Mill

Almon Community
McDonalds’ Academy

Carmal Baptist Church (Mansfield)
Additional properties in Oxford

RRRERRRERERRKRK

The completion and submittal of either a Historic Property Information Form or Historic District Information Form
for these historic resources is appropriate. It should be undertaken by the property owner that may either include: cities,
individual property owners, governmental agencies, or nonprofit organizations. The properties identified by the task force,
by and large, indicate significant historic resources for Newton County.

4.4  Survey of Historic Resources

Thehigtoric resourcesin Newton County and its citieswere surveyed in 1989 that recorded information on
individua higtoric buildings. The survey was funded by a grant from the Historic Preservation Divison (HPD) and
sponsored by the City of Covington and Newton County. The survey areacovered gpproximately 279 square miles.
The information recorded includes a two-page survey form (the state survey form provided by the Higtoric
Preservation Division) and photographs of selected properties--both on file & HPD. The survey form includes
information such as edtimated date-of-congtruction for buildings as well as details of individua properties and
historicd information. Thisinformetion could be used in a data base and/or mapping system, such as Geographic
Information System (GIS), and used as a planning toal by the public, planning officids, and others.

The survey identified 1,760 historic resources (see Map 5- 1). Thefallowing tableliststhe number of higtoric
resources surveyed for individua arees:

Table5-1

Historic Resour ces Surveyed for Individual Areas

Area Form #s Tota
County Ne-699 though 795 470
Almon Ne-A-1754 through 1762 9
Covington Ne-C-1169 through 1248 577
Mandidd Ne-M-51 through 85 57
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Newborn Ne-N-1 through 27 50
Oxford Ne-0-612 through 676 87
Porterddle Ne-P-108 through 131 504
Sdem Campground Ne-S-1763 through 1768 6
TOTAL 1,760

Severd typesof historic resourceswereidentified in the survey report. Thesearegrouped according to type
in the following:

Rural Communities

Newton County developed around crossroads communities that were located at the intersections of early
roads and stagecoach routes. One of the oldest in the county islocated in eastern Newton County and “the Brick
Store” evidences this crossroads community. Other examples include:  the Bethany Community on SR81, the
Springhill Community, the Pine Grove Community (Shoa Creek), the Hint Hill Community, the Sdlem Community,
Flat Rock and Hub Junction communities. The Starrsville rurd community is another important crossroads
community.

Industrial Areasand Mill Villages

Porterdde developed as amill community on the Ydlow River and includes alarge number of identified
higtoric buildings, totaing 504 (see Map 5-11). Covington Mills, located in north Covington, isanother mill village.
Pratt Quarters developed as aresult of asawvmill and isidentified as an African- American community located off
Old Brown Bridge Road.

Commercial Buildings

“The Brick Store” isarura landmark in the county that served the early commercia needs of residents.
Also, thecommercid buildingsthat face the squarein Covington wereidentified asthe“most ornamentd” inthedty.

Railroad Communities

Many towns in Newton County developed as a result of the railroad's introduction. These communities
include Mandfidd (see Map 5-6), Newborn (see Map 5-7), Starrsville, and Hayston. The county dso retainsone
depot in north Covington. Therailroad dso wasimportant in the devel opment of two smaller communitiesknown as
Almon and the Alcovy River Station community.

Religious Buildings
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The survey identified 30 churches in the county and in incorporated areas. Mogt of therura churchesare
ample frame buildings typica of rurd areas. Two Sgnificant religious historic resources identified are the Sdem
Campground and a church identified as C-1205.

Educational Buildings

Oxford contains severd higtoric buildings that evidence the county's educationd history. Some of these
buildings are representative architectura stylesfromthe Victorian-era. Flint Hill (Ne-780) is* animportant resource’
as an early one-room school house.

African-American Resources

Thesurvey dsoidentified historic resourcesrel ated to African- American history. Theseindlude: Petty'sHill;
Pratt's Quarters, Echols Quarters, Popular Hill Jerusalem; Weaver's Corner, Stone Mountain (Short Street), and
Harrisgown dl in Covington; and Texas and Shakerag in Oxford.

Thesurvey report a so noted condition of surveyed historic properties. Based on the surveyed buildings, 80
percent were consdered in “sound condition,” 15 percent were in poor condition and 5 percent were in
deteriorated condition. It dso noted that some housesin Africant American neighborhoodswerein a*poor state of
repair.” In addition, many houses in the mill villages were reported to be covered with duminum or vinyl sding,
which can affect Nationd Regigter digibility.

45 State Historical Markers

Officia GeorgiaHistorical Markersacross Georgiaare easly recognized as square, green-metd signswith
the Georgia State Sedl at thetop. Thesesignswerefirst erected in 1952 by the newly established GeorgiaHigtoricad
Commission. The purpose of the marker program wasto provide “simple recognition, which servesto identify and
encourage the preservation of theweslth of historical resourcesin Georgia Markers are an effective way toinform
both residents and visitors dike about significant places, events, and people in Georgias past.” The program is
presently administered by the Department of Natural Resources, Parks, Recregtion and Historic Sites Divison. Lost
or damaged markers should be reported to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.

In 1996, the Georgia legidature did not gpprove continued funding for the Georgia Historical Marker
program. The marker repair shop was diminated and funds were not appropriated for erecting any new markersin
the state of Georgiaafter July 1, 1996. The program, asit currently stands, only provides maintenance for existing
markersin the State of Georgia.

In Newton County, 9 markers have been erected. Thefollowing providesthe name, inscription, and location
of theindividuad markers.

NEWTON COUNTY
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NEWTON COUNTY

This County, created by Act of the Legidature, Dec. 24, 1821, is named for Sergeant John Newton,
Revolutionary soldier and companion of Sergeant Jasper for whom Jasper County in named. The County Seset is
named for Gen. Covington. G. C. Adams, Co missioner in 1893, inaugurated the first free
transportation for public school pupils in the At grgy Bl g the first 4-H Club. Nearby islocated the

e/ . or Bishop John Emory and now apart of

d. Lorenzo Dow, on his misson to Georgiain 1803, is thought to have preached h
organizing the church. The present building is over 100 years old. Among the earliest
at of Mgor Lewis Hogg, Revolutionary soldier, buried in September 1828. (GA 36 8

_. ngton.)

)!%\‘/I SAT THE YELLOW RIVER

?’ Nov 17, 1864, the 14th Corps (U), Mg. Gen. J.C. Davis, USA, which had camped alon .
of thhonla(14 miles northwest) the ni ght before, marched to the Y dlow River and camped forhe
Gen l- is_heatlfuarters was.on+he S ha ias £ i Gen. W, T. Shermagimd A h as
2000 Y ing the 14th Crireies S 3 s -..1__;_.,

Both the railroad and wagon bridges over the Ydlow River having been destroyed in July by Garrard's
cavary (U), and the river being unfordable, two pontoon bridges (120 feet each) were laid during the night by the
pontoniers of the Left Wing, Col. George P. Budl’ s 58th Indiana VVeteran Volunteer Infantry.

Next day, thetroops and trains of the 14th Corps crossed on the pontoons and marched through Covington
to the Ulcofauhachee (Alcovy) River, four miles beyond the town. To expedite the crossng of that stream, one
bridge was taken up, moved forward to the Alcovy, and rdaid. That night, the 14th Corps camped east of
Covington on both banks of the Alcovy, its advance on the Eatonton Road. General Sherman’ s headquarterswere
at Judge Harris “Quarters,” near the road junction east of theriver.

During these fird three days of the March to the Sea, Davis column marched more than forty miles,

destroyed the tracks and station facilities of the Georgia Railroad from Lithoniato the Y ellow River, and crossed
two rivers on its own pontoons. (U.S. 278 (Ga 12) at the Y dlow River, west of Covington.)

5-30



Historic Resources

~ On Nov. 18, 1864, Hg. Military Divison of the Missssppi (U), Mg. Gen. W.T. Sherman, were
established hereat “Harris Quarters,” the overseer’ shouse and Negro cabins of alarge plantation owned by Judge

After stripping the Harris, Graves, ghd gi5ef 49 D QNN f livestock, provisions, and able-bodied
he Daleand Sand Town (Newborn) en
U.S. 278 (GA 12) a junction with

EDivison (U), Brig. Gen. Kenneth Garrard, was in Decatur, 6 miles esst of Atlanta. G
e guarding bridges over the Chattahoochee River and picketing the | eft flank. That night
bsemble his command and move on Covington, to burn the bridges over the Y ellow and U
pers and to destroy the railroad between Lithoniaand the Alcovy.

nd large ua’f[I{I o -‘- I Er
¥ were captured.and. bucail
acilities en route,

detached brigade burned the depot at SOCTT2

Garrard'sraid cut off dl communication between Atlanta and Augusta and destroyed any hope that the
Army of Tennessee (C) - the hard-pressed defenders of Atlanta- might receive suppliesor reinforcement fromthe
Eastern Confederacy. (U.S. 278 (GA 12) in Covington.)

JHE STONEMAN RAID

InJuly 1864, Mg. Gen. W.T. Sherman’ sarmy (U) dosedinon Atlanta. Finding itsfortifications*too strong
to assault and too extensveto invest,” he sought to forceitsfal by sending Mg. Gen. Geo. Stoneman, with three
brigades (2,112 men and 2 guns) of the Army of the Ohio Cavary to cut the Centra of GeorgiaRR by whichthe
defenders (C) were supplied. On the 27th, Stoneman left Decatur, crossed the Ocmulgee (Y ellow) River, and
camped two miles east of Covington at 4:00 am. on the 28th for four hours.
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The column passed through Covington about 9:00 am. and marched to Monticelo (27 miles SE). There
Stoneman learned that there were no bridges over the Ocmulgee above Macon by which he could reach the
railroad; so he decided to destroy it at and beyond Macon instead. Nearing Macon on the 30th, he detached part of
the 14th Illinois Cavary which wrecked railway facilitiesat Griswoldville, Gordon, Mclntyre, and Toombsboro (E
of Macon), and burned trains, trestles and the railway bridge over the Oconee River.

At Macon (65 miles SE), he was turned bty SRER™i g, strongly intrenched. Attempting to retrest,
hewas brought to bay next morning a Sung/ing# : acon) by Brig. Gen. Alfred Iverson, J.,
who, with only 1,300 cavary (C), hadAmarg (. old _ 0 DeNyded into believing that he was being
surrounded, Stoneman covered the e P ' s\ JCapro brlgad&s, then hesurrendered with

about 60@TTErT T WHarErvErSoTTT im toNRg] i Bkl |orforce( ZO-HGA

McDonough to feint a Macon, crossed the Ocmul gee River & Seven Idands (9 mlles SE of Jackson), and
concentrated around Gordon (17 miles SW of Milledgeville), where it could communicate with the Left Wing, then
converging on Milledgeville. Kilpatrick’ s cavary division covered theright of thearmy asfar as Gordon, skirmishing
continualy with Wheder's cavdry (C).

The Left Wing (14th and 20th Corps), Mg. Gen. H.W. Socum, USA, marched east from Atlantain two
columns. The 20th Corps, Brig. Gen. A. S. Williams, USA, moved through Socid Circle and Madison, feinted at
Augudta, then turned south through Eatonton, reaching Milledgeville on the 22nd. The 14th Corps, Mg. Gen. J. C.
Davis, USA, accompanied by Gen. Sherman, tuned southeast via Covington and Shady Dale, reaching Milledbgiille
on the 23rd.
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OnNov. 18th, the 14th Corps moved through Covington, camping that night in and east of town and onthe
banks of the Ulcofauhachee (Alcovy) River, four miles east. The 20th Corps destroyed the Georgia Railroad esst
from Socid Circle, camping near Madison. (U.S. 278 (GA 12) near Covington.)

OXFORD

J OWN OF OXFORD AND EMORY COLLEGE

Emory College was chartered December 19, 1836, when Georgia M ethodi sts expanded their educational
program. Named in honor of Methodist Bishop John Emory (1789-1835) who helped organize severd northern
collegesand presided over the Georgia Conferencein 1834, this Christian liberd arts college was the outgrowth of
the Georgia Methodist Conference Manua Labor School located in 1834 near Covington.

Early in 1837, 1,452 acres of land, two milesfrom thelabor school, were purchased. Three-hundred thirty
acreswere s&t asdefor aChritian collegiate community and named Oxford in honor of the English university where
Methodist founders John and Charles Wedey were educated. A Methodist minister and surveyor, Edward Lloyd
Thomas, who has planned Columbus, Georgia, was chosen to plan Oxford. In April and May 1837, he completed
his plans by which Oxford’ smain streets converge on the site of the central building of the college campus. By act of
the College Trustees, these streets were named for Methodist founders and |eaders. One hundred and twenty-five
lotswere offered, originaly for 999 yearslease, but later for sale, with the provison that “ no intoxicatingliquorsshal
be sold, nor any game of hazard dlowed on the lots, under pendty of forfeiture.”

Dr. Ignatius Alphonso Few was elected first presdent of the college on December 8, 1837, and other
members of the faculty were chosen, anong them Dr. Alexander Means. The cornerstone of thefirst building was
laidinthe spring of 1838. The freshman and sophomore classes were organized on September 17, 1838. Dr. Few
resgned in July 1839, dueto frail hedlth; and on December 23, 1839, the Town of Oxford was incorporated.

From then until Emory College moved to Atlantain 1919 to become the College of Arts and Sciences of
Emory University (chartered January 25, 1915, by the Methodist Episcopa Church, South), the histories of Oxford,
this college and Methodism are dmost insegparable. In 1919, however, the historic ties were not broken. Emory
Collegelives on as Emory University’ sundergraduate division. The university’ sjunior college, established in 1929
and once cdled Emory-at-Oxford, flourishes here as the Oxford College of Emory Universiy.

46  Preservation Programs

There are many historic preservation programsthat can be used to preserve and protect historic resources.
They apply to individud properties and higtoric digricts. Many of these programs listed below can serve as
resources for Newton County’ s local governments in preservation-related activities.

4.6.1 CEDO Region 4 Economic Development Study
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The Governor’s Council of Economic Development Organizations (CEDO) funded a series of sudies
intended to improve growth opportunities in Georgia s 11 CEDO regions. Newton County isincluded in CEDO
Region4 andisaso included in astudy designed *to study economic development strategy and marketing plansfor
the region.” The study was conducted in 1996 and in the “ Tourism Business Development” section inventory, four
historic properties in Newton County were identified. These historic resources include:

Oxford College, 1836

The Hopkins House, Bed and Breakfast, 1847

The Depot a Covington, located in the restored 1855 train depot
The Inn, Covington' s first Bed and Breakfast, 1905

AwbdpE

The county also hostsan annua Tour of Historic Homesin October. In addition, the Luncheon Concertson
the Square program in May and September and the Candlelight Shopping Downtown event in December helps
promote the historic downtown area of Covington.

These higtoric resources and events, according to the study, possess regiond interest for tourism and, if
promoted, advertised, and preserved, could attract visitors and provide apotentia source of revenuefor the county.
The report notes that “tourism is the second largest employer in the United States and rural aswell as urban areas
arefinding tourism aparticularly attractive segment of the economy for development, and Georgiaisrecognized asa
leader in promoting tourism.” 1t dso reports that the southeast region generates over $50 billion annudly in trave
expenditures. Because of the potentid for these propertiesto generate tourism dollars, they should receive specid
atention in the county’ s planning and decision-making processes.

4.6.2 Main Street Program

The GeorgiaMain Street Program isastatewide program that operates under the Nationd Trust for Higtoric
Preservation'sNational Main Street Center. The program began in 1980 and isbased on acomprehensive strategy
of work that is geared toward locd needs and opportunities. The strategy includes a four-point approach for
encouraging economic development in historic downtowns: (1) design (2) organization (3) promotion (4) economic
restructuring.

Covington participates in the Georgia Main Street Program and employs a Main Street manager who
coordinates preservation effortsin the commercia downtown. The Main Street Manager isthefirgt point of contact
for any businessor individud interested in historic propertiesin the downtown commercid higtoric district. TheMain
Street Manager aso worksdosey with the Chamber of Commerce and city officiasin planning the promotion and
preservation of the digtrict.

The Task Force believes the Main Street program in Covington has been very successful in the past. The
higtoric digtrict has been promoted and economic development, on the whole, remains largely successful. Asthe
“grester” Covington Higtoric Didtrict (nomination to the Nationd Register expected in 1998) will include many
additiona historic resources, the areaand scope of promotion for Covington’ s historic resourceswill increase. The
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respongibilities of the Main Street Manager may consequently increase and the city and business owners may benefit
by fully or increasing support and funding for the Main Street Manager position. The economic benefits and
revenues gained, ether directly or indirectly from the historic digtrict should be reinvested in its maintenance,
promotion, and preservetion.

4.6.3 GeorgiaBetter Hometown Program

The GeorgiaBetter Hometown Program isapublic-private effort of the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs, the Georgia Power Company, and the GeorgiaMunicipa Association. The program was created to assst
smaller cities (population 1,000 to 5,000) with downtown revitdization efforts. This program helps communities
through a4-point revitalization approach: improved organization, economic restructuring, preservation and reuse of
exigting buildings, and promotion of the city and downtown area.

Thebendfitsof being a*“ Better Hometown™ community includes accessto ateam of specidized consultants
that will assess conditions and make redlistic recommendations for capitadizing on resources. The team will aso
make periodic vidts to provide assstance and monitor progress. A variety of resources will be provided and
brokered for the community, including planning, demographic and market andyses, community survey insruments,
business recruitment, and training. Assstance will be provided with locating loans, grants and ather sources of
financing for local projects, businesses, and buildings. Highway sgns will designate the community as a Georgia
Better Hometown City.

In Newton County, two citiesare eigible for the Better Hometown Program, dueto their 1995 population
totals. Thesecitiesinclude Porterdale and Oxford. Mansfield and Newborn would be appropriate and benefit from
the program, but their population totals make them indigible.

Interested cities must apply for consideration and meet the established digibility criteria. Information about
the Georgia Better Hometown Program is available from:

Better Hometown Program
Georgia Department of Community Affairs
60 Executive Park South, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231
S S
Northeast Georgia Regiona Development Center

Preservation Planner
305 Research Drive

Athens, Georgia 30605-2795

4.6.4 GeorgiaCentennia Farm Program

Throughout the state of Georgia, farmsthat contribute to the state’ sagricultura heritage are recognized by
the Georgia Centennid Farm Program. Thisprogram isadministered by the Historic Preservation Divison, Georgia
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Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with the Georgia Farm Bureau Federation, the Georgia
Department of Agriculture, the University of Georgia College of Agriculture and Environmental Services, the
Georgia Nationa Fair and the Georgia Forestry Commission.

The program recognizes farms through three types of award categories. (1) the Centennia Heritage Farm
Award, (2) the Centennid Farm Award, and (3) Centennial Family Farm Award. Each category requires that
eigiblefarmsuseaminimum of 10 acresfor agriculture production or earn $1,000 in farm-generated income. Other
requirements pertain to each category involving ownership and Nationa Regiger liting as follows Centennia
Heritage Farms, owned by members of the same family for 100 years or more and listed in the National Regidter;
Centennial Farm Award, at least 100 years old and listed in the National Register; and Centennid Family Farm,
owned by members of the same family for 100 years or more and not listed in the National Register. Farms
awarded a Centennia Heritage Farm Award receive a bronze plaque from the Historic Preservation Divison.

In Newton County, no farms are recognized as Georgia Heritage Farms from the three categories.

Newton County’ s history indicates that farms played an important rolein itseconomic devel opment during
the 19th and 20th centuries. Farms dso comprise many of the county’s historic resources as well as cultura
landscapes. Farmsin Newton County, more generdly, contribute to itsrurd character and those inherent qualities.

Preparation of applications for Georgia Centennid Farm awards should be considered by the individud
property owner or interested organizationswith permission from the owner(s). Therecognition of significant historic
farms contributes to preserving the agricultura history of Newton County.

Recommended farms for the Georgia Centennid Farm Award:

Burge Plantation (County)

4.6.5 Presarvation Grant Programs and Financid Incentive Programs
4.6.5.1 State Agencies and Programs

Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Historic Presarvation Divison (HPD):

Contact: Georgia Heritage 2000 Grants, Attn: Grants Coordinator, Dept. of Natural Resources,
Higtoric Preservation Divison, 500 The Healey Building, 57 Forsyth . NW, Atlanta, GA
30303, Phone: (404) 651-5181 or (404) 656-2840

Georgia Heritage 2000 Program: The fund is intended to provide seed money for the preservation of
higtoric properties and archaeologica stes throughout Georgia. The gods of the program are to: (1)
encourage preservetion of threstened historic propertiesand Sites, (2) stimul ate economic devel opment and
neighborhood revitdization through higtoric preservation, (3) demondrate high profile, high impact
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community preservation projects which provide public benefit, (4) Assist locad communitiesin developing
sound preservation projects, (5) reinforce the gods of the State Historic Preservation Plan. The Georgia
2000 Program awards matching grants (60 percent state/40 percent gpplicant) to nonprofit organizations
and loca governmentsfor the preservation of publicly-accessble historic propertieslistedin, or eigiblefor,
the Georgia Regigter of Historic Places.

Locd Development Fund: Thisfund is designed to provide digible recipients with limited state funds for
locd community development projects. Eligible projects include, but are not limited to, downtown
development, tourism and marketing-related activities, community facilities, and higtoricaly appropriate
improvements of governmental buldingslisted on the Nationd Register of Historic Places. Thefund cannot
be used for adminigtrative or overhead cogts, or for genera improvementsto city halls, county courthouses,
or public safety fadilities. Single-community grant requests cannot exceed $10,000 (joint community
requests cannot exceed $20,000), and at least a 50 percent cash or in-kind local match is required.

Contact: Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs, Attn: Loca Development Fund, 60 Executive Park
South, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231

Rehabilitated Historic Property Tax Assessment Freeze: Thelaw provides an owner of historic property
which has undergone subgtantid rehabilitation an eight-year freeze on property tax assessments. For the
ninth year, the assessment increases by 50 percent of the difference between the recorded first year value
and the current fair market vaue. In the tenth and following years the tax assessment will then be based on
the current fair market value. This preferential assessment includes the rehabilitated building, and not more
than two acres of red property surrounding the building.

4.6.5.2 Federa Program

Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit (RITC): RITC's are the most widdy used preservation incentive
program. Certain expenses incurred in connection with rehabilitating an old building are digible for atax
credit. RITC sareavailableto ownersand certain long-term renters of income-producing properties. There
are two avallable rates; 20 percent for a historic building and 10 percent for a non-historic building, with
different qudifying criteriafor each rate.

4.6.6 State Nonprofit Programs

Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation:

Contact: 1516 Peachtree Street, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30309-2916, (404) 881-9980

Heritage Educationt Trains teachers in school systems across Georgia to use loca historic resources to teach

Georgia sQudlity Core Curriculum (QCCs) in subjectssuch ashistory, socid studies, language arts, and visud arts.
The program reaches over 20,000 students each year and supports the work of more than 640 educators and
classroom teachersin 45 school systemsin 41 counties.
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Preservation and Community Assstance: Provides technical assistance to awide variety of preservation related
projectsin communities throughout the state regarding how to use existing historic resourcesto improve the quaity
of life. Many of these programs are conducted in collaboration with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Historic Preservation Division, and with loca preservation organizations. Assstance and referrdsare a o provided
to individua owners who need advice regarding their historic properties.

Maingtreet Design Assstance: Providesdesign ass stance to ownersof historic commercid buildingsto encourage
the revitdization of 38 Georgia Maingtreet cities and downtowns. In 1996, the Georgia Trust helped 100 owners
rehabilitate higtoric downtown properties through this program.

Revaolving Fund: Provideseffective dternativesto demoalition or neglect of architecturally and historicaly sgnificant
properties by promoting their rehabilitation and enabling owners of endangered historic propertiesto connect with
buyerswhowill renabilitate their properties. To accomplish this, the Georgia Trust accepts donations of properties,
acquiresan option to purchase, or purchases outright, threstened significant historic propertiesto stabilize them and
market them for sdle.

Severd communitiesin Georgiauseloca revolving fundsfor preservation projects. A revolving fund isused to buy
or option a higtoric property. The sale proceeds are reinvested into another project, thus leveraging the initia
funding. Revolving funds can be crested for acquigition or rehabilitation projects, or set up on alow-interest loan
basis.

The Department of Community Affairs has cregted the Georgia Appaachian Region Downtown Devel opment
Revolving Loan Fund to enhance downtown economic activity, attract private investment, create and savejobs, and
preserve and enhance historic buildingsin 35 northern counties. The Fund is used to make below market rate loans
on amatching basisto qudified downtown businesses. Eligible usesfor theloansinclude rehabilitation, building and
land acquigition, and facade improvements.

Scenic Byways Project: Facilitates designation of scenic highways throughout the state. In collaboration with the
Georgia Department of Trangportation and Scenic America, thisproject isthefirgt partnership of itskind to protect
higtoric, cultural, archaeological, recreational, and scenic resources along state roadways.

4.6.7 Cetified Locd Governments (CLG)

The Certified Local Government (CLG) program was cregted by the National Historic Preservation Act
Amendmentsof 1980 in order to formaly establish afedera- state-local preservation partnership. Theamendments
outline five broad standards that must be met by a loca government in order to be granted “certified loca
government” status. These standards include:

1 enforcing gppropriate date or loca legidation for the designation and protection of higtoric
properties;

2. edtablishing an adequate and qudlified higtoric preservation review commission by locd legidation;

3. maintaining a system for survey and inventory of historic properties,
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4, providing for adequate public participation in theloca historic preservation program, including the
process of recommending properties to the National Register of Higtoric Places, and

5. satidfactorily performing the remaining respongibilities delegeted to it by Federd and State
governments.

Theroleof “certified local governments’ in the federd- state-loca partnership involves, a minimum, theresponghility
for review and approva of nominationsof propertiesto the Nationa Regigter of Historic Places, and thedigibility to
apply to the State Higtoric Preservation Officer for matching funds reserved for “ certified local governments.”

Thereare no communitiesin Newton County that have received “ certified locd government” (CLG) status.
Oxford has apreservation ordinance. However, this ordinance isin need of updating. The city could acquire CLG
gtatus by adopting arevised ordinance, establishing ahistoric preservation commission, and reviewing chengeswithin
the designated higtoric digtrict. Efforts, in the pagt, by the planning department have been made to consider these
zoning changes and achieving CLG gatus.

The Covington Higtoric Didtrict, the Newborn Higtoric Didtrict, and the Starrsville Rura Higtoric Didtrict
(county) could become certified local governments (CLGs) that would offer protection through zoning of historic
resourcesin theseareas. Other individua historic propertiesthroughout the county and in citiesmay also be*“localy
designated” and protected through areview process.

4.6.8 Other Presarvation Protection Tools
4.6.8.1 Facade and Consarvation Easements

The Facade and Conservation Easements Act of 1976 authorizes governmental agencies and nonprofit
organizationsto receive facade or conservation easementsfor the purpose of preserving properties designated by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. By granting an easement, the property owner is entitled to areeva uation of
the property to reflect the encumbrance and to an adjustment in the tax digests.

Statelegidation alows Georgiacommunitiesto encourage preservation through the donation of easements.
The success of this technique has been tempered by the Internd Revenue Service's concern with the accurate
va uation of the easement deduction, resulting in vigorous audits. However, professiona standardsfor the gppraisa
of easements have been used successfully in locations across the state by qualified appraisers.

“Conservation Easement” refers to a legd redtriction or limitation on the use of red property which is
expresdy recited in any deed or other instrument of grant or conveyance executed by or on behdf of the owner of
the land described therein and whose purpose is to preserve land or water areas predominantly in their natural
scenic landscape or open condition or in an agricultura farming, forest, or open space use. In addition, such purpose
shdl indlude the returning of land or water areasto such conditions or useswhen theland islocated within ahistoric
didrict.
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“Facade’ refers to an interior or exterior surface of a building. Typicdly, the identified surface is given
emphasis dueto its specia architectura trestment or other defining qudity.

“Facade Easement” meansany redtriction or limitation on the use of redl property whichisexpresdy recited
in any deed or other ingrument of grant or conveyance executed by or on behaf of the owner of red property and
whose purpose is to preserve higtoricaly or architecturaly significant structures or Stes, whether designated
individudly or aspart of an officidly designated hitoric digtrict, pursuant to any locd political subdivison'sauthority
to provide for such didricts and to provide for specid zoning restrictions therein or hitoricaly or architecturaly
sgnificant structures or sites which have been designated as such by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

4.6.8.2 Preservation Covenants

Covenantsarelega mechanismswritten into the deed of aproperty, or into any other red estate agreement,
that seek to protect important features of the property. Covenants dictate that, for a specified period or in
perpetuity, al mgor changesto aproperty that isdigiblefor, or dready listed on, the State or National Register are
reviewed and approved by the Historic Preservation Divison prior to the start of work. The federd Historic
Preservation Fund and most state preservation grants require that a covenant be placed on the historic property
assgted by an Higtoric Preservation Fund grant. This guarantees that the federd or dtate grant investment is
protected in the future and that the property owner will receive technica assistancefor the continuing preservetion of
the property. Historic properties across Georgiathat are subject to preservation covenantsinclude the Fox Thestre
in Atlanta, the Rock House in McDuffie County, the Centra of Georgia Railroad shops and termind fadilitiesin
Savannah, and the . Simons Lighthouse.

4.6.8.3 Building Code Compliance Alternatives

The Uniform Act for the Application of Building and Fire-Related Codes to Exigting Buildings of 1984,
known as House Bill 839, enableslocd building code officidsto dlow compliance dternativesfor exigting buildings
(at least 5 years old) that are unable to comply fully with current fire and building codes. Compliance dternatives
provide for a safe building by overcompensating on one code requirement to balance the failure to meet another.

Thelegidation dso createsabuilding dassfication caled “landmark museum building” that isexempted from
al but nine specific provisons of the building and fire codes and need only comply with minimum building code
requirements such asfire extinguishers, fireand smoke darms, occupancy limits, and emergency lighting. Landmark
Museum Buildings must exhibit a high degree of architectura integrity and be open to the public.

4.6.8.4 Revolving Funds

Severd communitiesin Georgiauselocd revolving fundsfor preservation projects. A revolving fund isused
to buy or option a historic property. The sde proceeds are reinvested into another building, leveraging theinitid
funding. Revolving funds can be cregted for acquisition or rehabilitation projects, or set up on alow-interest loan
basis. The purpose of revolving funds is to prevent the destruction of historic buildings, ether from neglect or
demalition, and provide stewardship through the alowing the purchase by an owner who intends to preserve the
building.
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A gatewide revolving fund for preservation in Georgia is in place with the Georgia Trugt for Historic
Preservation. This program is varied and can re-market historic properties after rehabilitation or restoration. The
Georgia Trust will consder individua properties for acquisition on an individual basis and properties in Newton
County may be digible for incluson in the Revolving Fund program.

The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has creeted the Georgia Appa achian Region Downtown
Development Revolving Loan Fund to enhance downtown economic activity, attract privateinvestment, creste and
save jobs, and preserve and enhance historic buildings in 35 northern counties. The Fund is used to make below
market rate loans on a maiching bass to qudified downtown businesses. Eligible uses for the loans include
rehabilitation, building and land acquisition, and facade improvements.

4.7 Inventory Assessment

Higtoric resourcesin Newton County reflect the patterns of growth found throughout the Georgia Pledmont
region. A survey of higoric resources in Newton County was compiled in 1989. At that time, 1,760 Sites were
identified (see Map 5-1). The information recorded in the 1989 survey of historic resources could be used for
planning purposes. This informetion is not readily available or in a consolidated format. Incorporating the survey
information into another format or system (e.g., Geographica Information System) could make this information
usesble by the county and its cities. The location of surveyed higtoric buildings needs to be identified on amap for
officid and public use

Newton County'scitiesare postbellum, primarily late 19th century railroad communities. Severd citieshave
smilar development patterns characterized by the railroad’ s growth and decline. Residentid architecture in these
communitiesisdominated by Folk Victorian and Queen Anne styles, with occasiond high- 2yle decorativedements
Both education, religion, and transportation played and an important rolein the growth and cultura development of
Newton County. Many historic resources related to these themes exist.

From 1980 to 1996, Newton County and its cities were not active in preparing Nationa Register
nominations. The last property listed in the National Register was in 1980. Since 1996, Newborn, Starrsville,
Covington, and the Sdlem Campground have sought Nationd Regider lising. Nationd Regigter listing provides
recognition for historic properties and provides a foundation to begin further preservetion activity. All of these
properties, aswell asthe properties|isted before 1980, should receive specid consideration in the planning process.
A ligt of higtoric resources appropriate for National Regigter liging isincluded in the inventory.

Agriculture played an important role in Newton County’ s development. Historic Farms may exist that are
eigiblefor Centennid Farm Awardsand/or Nationa Register listing. The preparation of nominationsfor thesefarms
is appropriate.

In Newton County and its cities, historic properties are unprotected from destruction and inappropriate
changes. A higtoric preservation ordinance has not been adopted by the county or cities. Oxford has an outdated
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higtoric preservation ordinance that isonly voluntary for compliance. Protection could be obtained by adoption of an
updated preservation ordinancein Oxford. The county and the cities of Newborn and Covington could also provide
protection of historic resources by using the same zoning mechanism.

Severd higoric citiesexist in Newton County that offer opportunitiesfor preservation planning. Thesecities
include: Covington, Mansfield, Newborn, Oxford, and Porterdale. Covington, Newborn, and Oxford arelisted in
the Nationa Regigter of Historic Places, many individua propertiesinthese higtoric digtrictsare digiblefor sateand
federa tax incentives and grants.

4.6.9 Higoric Resources Appropriate for Future Preservation Activity

Gaither Plantation This property is owned by the county and is being developed as a historic Ste and
facility to serve avariety of uses. The land near the original house is also being developed for use as areservoir.
Both the c. 1840s house and the landscape it occupies could be restored and devel oped to meet the county's needs
while preserving a sgnificant historic resource. The property may be digible for National Register listing.

Porterdale: Porterdde is alarge and impressve historic community that offers an array of preservation
opportunitiesfor potentia traditiona and new uses. Thetown, asawhole, appears gppropriatefor Nationa Register
liging asahigtoric didrict. Thedidtrict contains gpproximately 504 resdentia, commercid, indudirid, and community
buildings dl arranged in aforma town plan (see Map 5-11). The potentid of Porterddeliesinitslarge number of
historic buildingsthat can be used and adaptively- used for contemporary needs. The available buildingsand rel ated
infrastructure offer opportunitiesfor accommodeating future growth while consarving the built environment. Protecting
the historic character of the town will ensure Porterdae will retain its * sense of place,” something identified in the
visoning project. The preparation of a preservation plan would help achieve this need and assg inrevitdizing this
area.

Mandidd: Mandsfield may be digiblefor Nationd Regigter listing asahigtoric didrict (see Map 5-6). The
smal downtown and its variety of commercia buildings could be repaired and enhanced as a part of the historic
digtrict. Thehigtoric resdential sections of Mangfield dso contain many ¢ 1880- 1910 homes. Both thecommercid
and resdentid buildings could benefit from tax incentive programs availableto higtoric buildingslisted in the National
Regiger of Higtoric Places. The town itsdlf dso retains its small-town character with its gpproximately 57 historic
buildings, considered desirable by those living in Newton County and potentia new residents.

Sarsville: Sarsvilleisthe only rurd higtoric didrict in Newton County listed in the National Register of
historic places (see Map 5- 3). It containsover 1,700 acres of agricultura land that is complemented by commercid,
resdentid, and ingtitutiona buildings. Both the rural and historic character of thisareamake Starrsville adesirable
place to live. The community aso hasits own history should retain its geographica, culturd, and higoric identity.
Protection for the preservation of open space and the rura landscape is important if this community istoretainits
character in the future. Residentia development islikely to occur and can be designed to preserve the ared srurd
character.
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Newborn: Newbornislistedinthe Nationd Register asarura crossroads community that devel oped with
the introduction of the railroad. It hasacommercia areaaswell as severd resdentia buildings (see Map 5-8). A
totd of approximately 60 higoric buildingsexist in Newborn. Effortsare being madeto restore the Childsbuilding in
the downtown.

Oxford: Thetown of Oxford's historic digtrict isaunique historic resource that includes gpproximately 87
individua higtoric buildings. Many of these are rdated to the early history of Emory College. The higoric district
could be adequately protected by an updated loca historic preservation ordinance and the establishment of a
preservation commission (see Map 5- 10). Certified loca government (CLG) statusfor Oxford would dlow thecity
to gpply for preservation fund grants administered by the Historic Preservation Divison. Oxford and itsenvironment
are conddered an important attribute to Newton County and, asit currently exists, provides adesirable community
to livein. The historic district and community character should be preserved and protected.

Covingtont Covingtonisthehigtoric center of Newton County. It includesacommercia historic downtown
that isaGeorgiaMain Street Program (see Map 5-5). Approximately 700 historic buildingswill dso beincdudedin
a “grestea” Covington higoric district that contains resdentia didricts, mill digtricts, African-American
neighborhoods, and the Floyd Street Nationa Regigter digtrict. Covington has the potentia to continue to enhance
its historic resources and preserve a unique community. Reusing historic buildings can provide needed residentiad,,
commercid, and industrid space while retaining the town’s character.

Other higtoric resources are d so important to the county’ shistory and appeared in severd of theinventory’s
sections. They should receive specid consideration in the planning process and used for preservation trestmentsin
the future:

4.6.10 Hisoric Resources

Brick Store (County)

Jefferson Academy (Mt. Pleasant-1826)

Lesksville Academy (Newborn1823)

The Mde Academy (Covingtort 1822)

Mt. Pleasant Academy (Brick Store-1830)

Ydlow River Academy (near Yelow River and Old Atlanta Highway- 1833)
Harmony Academy (southwestern part of the county-1836)

Hightower Trail Academy (northern part of the county-1836)

Farmers Academy (Gaither's Mills near Newton Factory-1837)

Sarsville Academy (Starrsville-1837)

Little River Academy (Rocky Plains-1837)

Pamyra Academy ak.a. Newborn Academy (Newborn-1837)

Newton County Femae Seminary (county)

Southern Femae Collegeak.a Southern Masonic Female College and GeorgiaMethodist Female
College(Covington)

Georgia Conference Manua Labor School (Covington)
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Emory College (Oxford)

Oxford Female Academy (Oxford)

Oxford Higtoric Didgtrict (Oxford)

Alexander Means House

OrmaVilla

Phi GammaHal (Oxford)

Few Hall (Oxford)

Sdem Camp Ground (County)

Covington and Oxford Street Railroad
Burge Plantation (County)

Mount Pleasant Plantation(County)

Gaither Plantation(County)

Griffin Plantation(County)

Fat Rock community (County)

Hub Junction community (County)

Bethany Community (County)

Soringhill community (County)

Pine Grove ak.a Shoa Creek community (County; near Newborn)
Hint Hill community (Oxford)

Mandfidd

Sarsville

Hayston

Almon

Dixie, ak.a Terrdl Town or Cross Roads (County)
Leguinn Digtrict #1513 (South of Covington)
“Kitty's Cottage” (County)

“ZoraFair's Cottage” (Oxford)

Bolton House

EBRERBRRRERRAARARRBAERRRRRAARRRERRRRRR

4.6.11 African-Amearican Communities

Petty's Hill (Covington-off Jackson Highway on Petty Street)
Pratt's Quarters (near Porterdale)

Frogtown (near Covington)

Echols Quarters (County-off Highway 142 on Elks Club Road)
Poplar Hill, ak.a. Jerusdem (near Mandfield)

Weaver's Corner (Covington)

Stone Mountain, a.k.a. Short Street, (Covington)

Harristown (around Lee, South, and Brown Streetsin Covington)
Texas (Oxford)

Shakerag (Oxford)

Green Acres (Covington)

R&RBRERERRRRERRR
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= Happy Holland ak.a. Harlem (Covington)
& Peasville (east Oxford)
= Floyd Street (Covington)

Rdigious buildings were identified in Newton County for their numbers and contribution to the county’ s
cultura development. The Salem Camp ground and related buildingsarelisted inthe Nationa Register and isworthy
of preservation dueto its nationd significance related to religion (see Map 5-2).

Severd higtoric properties have beenidentified for their tourism potentid . Other Sgnificant historic resources
are ds0 cgpable of atracting tourist. The filming of motion pictures is dso important to the county and City of
Covington’'s economic development. The promotion of historic resources may encourage future economic
development of this type. The Main Street Program and Chamber of Commerce play important roles in the
economic success of the historic digtrict.

State higtorica markersexistin Newton County. Severd of these Stesevidence Civil War higtory. Any new

markerswould haveto be erected by individuals, organizations and/or public agenciesas part of alocal-recognition
effort due to the discontinuation of the State Historical Marker Program in 1996.

5-45



Newton County Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Insert Map 5-1 Historic Resources, Newton County
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Insert Map 5-2 National Register of Historic Places, Newton County
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Insert Map 5-3 National Register of Historic Places, Starrsville, Newton County
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Insert Map 5-4 Historic Resources, Covington
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Insert Map 5-5 National Register of Historic Places, Covington
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Insert Map 5-6 Historic Resources, Mansfield
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Insert Map 5-7 Historic Resources, Newborn
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Insert Map 5-8 National Register of Historic Places, Newborn
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Insert Map 5-9 Historic Resources, Oxford
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Insert Map 5-10 National Register of Historic Places, Oxford
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Insert Map 5-11 Historic Resources, Porterdale
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